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Senior  adult  choir  festival 


Can  you  guess  why  these  men  are  called  the  Utility  Four?  They  are  from  Parkway 
Church,  Jackson,  arKf  sing  as  a  quartet  on  a  regular  basis.  All  are  retired.  From  left. 
■hii>ic3iZ.Sri^jiZ~  ^  they  are  Kenneth  Heckman,  retired  from  United  Gas;  Marion  Townsend,  Mississippi 

Power  and  Light;  Bob  Tipton,  South  Central  Bell;  and  John  White.  Illinois  Central 
draws  sernor  adult  choirs  from  the  entire  state  tor  fellowship  Railroad, 
and  singing  fun.  Said  Wood,  minister  of  music  at  Broadrrraor 
Church,  Jackson,  “>bu  don't  need  a  large  group  to  organize 

a  senior  adult  choir."  Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas 


Charity  Drummond,  96,  was  the 
oldest  participant  at  the  Senior 
Adult  Choir  Festivai  She  sings  with 
the  Parkway,  Jackson,  group  call¬ 
ed  the  Heavenly  Sunlight  Singers 


ummrmb 


The  group  from  First  Church.  Purvis,  is  directed  by 
Nicolosi 


The  Sonshiners  Choir  from  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  is  led  by  Gary  Anglin. 
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Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


Baptist  Record  Sunday 


The  Baptist  Record  has  been  serv-  Baptist  Church  in  Clinton.  The  house  There  are  five  secretaries,  all  of 
uig  Mississippi  Baptists  for  more  than  _  stiU  stands  and  would  make  a  fine  whom  serve  in  other  capacities  also. 
Ill  years,  and  it  is  looking  forward  to  Mississippi  Baptist  museum  site  if  Evelyn  Keyes  is  advertising  manager, 
many  more  years  of  responsible  ser-  funds  could  be  gathered  to  purchase  Florence  Larrimore  is  editorial  assis- 
vice  in  its  ministry  of  information  and  it.  tant,  Renee  Walley  is  circulation 

inspiration.  June  5  is  Baptist  Record  Day  in  manager,  Betty  Anne  Bailey  is  book- 

increased  postage  rates,  increased  churches  across  the  state  Many  have  keeper,  and  Irene  Martin  is  computer 
printing  costs,  and  a  denominational  ordered  bulletin  inserts  that  were  ex-  operator.  Don  McGregor  is  editor, 
controversy  have  made  the  work  of  plained  in  mailouts  and  furnished  free  Anne  Mt^illiams  has  just  com- 
the  Baptist  Record  much  more  for  those  who  requested  them.  The  peted  35  years  with  the  paper.  She 
demanding  and  difficult  over  the  past  bulletin  inserts  mention  another  free  writes  “Faces  and  Places,”  which  is 
several  years;  but  the  Mississippi  informational  piece,  a  video  tape  titl-  no  doubt  the  most  widely  rea'd 
publication  is  not  alone  in  facing  these  ed  “Tb  be  continued."  This  is  an  in-  newspaper  column  in  the  state.  It  is 
struggles.  All  other  state  Baptist  teresting  presentation  promoting  the  most  popular  feature  of  the  Bap- 
papers  as  well  as  other  Baptist  readership  and  is  available  from  tist  Record,  and  the  Baptist  Record’s 
publications  in  general  are  caught  in  association  offices.  It  was  written  by  120,000  sub^ribers  far  surpass  that 
the  same  crunch.  Associate  Editor  Tim  Nicholas,  and  figure  for  any  other  publication  in  the 

The  paper  has  an  august  heritage  all  Baptist  Record  staff  members  are  state, 
in  that  it  was  founded  by  J.  B.  Gam-  featured  in  the  presentation.  It  tells’  It  is  a  privilege  to  serve  Mississip- 
brell,  the  outstanding  Baptist  the  story  from  concept  to  printing  of  pi  Baptists.  There  are  obstacles  and- 
statesman  of  the  last  years  of  the  an  actual  G.A.  coronation  service  that  frustrations,  but  the  privilege  and 
previous  century  and  the  early  years  was  published  in  the  Baptist  Record,  the  joy  are  abundant  in  spite  of 
of  this  one.  The  Baptist  Record’s  first  In  addition  to  Nicholas,  the  staff  problems. 

days  were  in  a  house  across  from  members  of  the  paper  include  Anne  We  ap^Mreciate  our  opportunities  of 
Mississippi  College  and  next  to  First  McWilliams,  who  is  assistant  editor,  service 


Religious  liberty 


Guest  opinion  ... 

Restore  money  to  BJCPA 


By  Bob  Terry 

The  proposed  SBC  budget  for  the  Washington  <rfflce  of  the  Christian  August  1,  1986,  but  could  not  receive 
1988-89  shows  as  overall  increase  of  Life  Commission  and  projects  by  the  funds  to  begin  repaying  the  loan  un- 
4.25  percent  or  a  total  of  1137.61  Public  Affairs  Committee.  til  October  1987.  The  money  was  bor- 

million.  In  light  of  today’s  economy.  However,  circumstances  have  rowed  on  a  floating  interest  rate  bas- 

that  is  a  healthy  increase.  The  changed  since  the  proposed  budget  ed  on  time  interest  Therefore,  it  is  im- 
Fw^ign  Mission  Board  will  receive  50  was  drafted  in  January  of  this  year,  possible  to  estimate  the  exact  amount 
percent  of  the  total  operating  budget:  Now  it  is  possible  for  Southern  Bap-  of  interest  Southern  Baptists  will 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  19.54  per-  lists  to  adopt  the  budget  total  recom-  ultimately  pay.  The  best  estimates  in- 
cent.  Each  will  receive  a  dollar  in-  mended  by  the  Executive  Committee,  dicate  about  $40,000  in  interest  over 
crease  of4.25  percent  over  the  current  provide  every  other  SBC  entity  the  three  years, 
year.  amount  of  money  and  percenUge  of  All  bills  and  interest  then  should 

In  fact,  every  SBC  entity  will  the  budget  recommended,  and  still  come  to  a  maximum  of  $300,000,  pro- 
receive  an  increase  in  Cooperative  restore  Cooperative  Program  funds  to  bably  less.  That  means  there  is  at 

Program  support.  That  is,  every  en-  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee.  All  of  least  $100,000  in  the  proposed  SBC 

tity  but  one.  The  Baptist  Joint  Com-  this  is  possible  with  one  simple  budget  designated  for  the  Crowder 

mittee  on  Public  Affairs  will  suffer  a  amendment.  lawsuit  that  will  not  be  needed. 

10.79  percent  cut  in  Cooperative  Pro-  In  January,  the  Crowder  lawsuit  The  Baptist  Joint  Conunittee  could 
gram  support  if  the  proposed  budget  was  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  have  the  $48,400  restored  and  receive 
is  adopted.  That  is  a  $48,400  loss  in  No  one  knew  what  the  cost  of  the  suit  a  4.25  percent  increase  in  its  ap- 
dollars.  Considering  that  over  90  per-  would  be.  The  1987-88  budget  contain-  propriation  (the  amount  of  the  SBC 
cent  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  ed  $200,000  for  SBC’s  legal  cost.  An  budget  increase)  and  still  not  use  all 
budget  goes  for  personnel  cost,  the  equal  amount  was  placed  in  the  1988-  of  the  available  $100,000.  Tb  do  both 

drop  will  be  hard  for  the  agency  to  89  budget  for  a  total  of  $400,000.  would  take  only  $67,457. 

absorb.  u  j  u  e.  We  believe  the  SBC  Executive  Cbm- 

Is  the  cut  in  Cooperative  Program  ^  “®y  Executive  Ckimmit-  mittee  would  be  wise  to  amend  its  pro- 
support  for  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit-  t^convCT^  to  consider  the  1988-89  posed  budget  at  the  June  13  meeting  decrease”  (John  3:30). 
tee  necessary?  Some  will  argue  the  ^  Supreme  prior  tb  the  upcoming  Southern  Bap-  John  the  Baptist  played  the  best 

cut  was  never  needed,  that  it  was  on-  Court  dismissed  the  law^t.  Unfor-  tist  Convention,  lb  have  the  funds  “second  fiddle”  ever  known.  He 
ly  a  way  to  continue  the  harassment  considers  the  im-  available  and  not  make  the  change  preceded  Jesus  and  prepared  the  way 

suffered  by  the  Baptist  Jwnt  (Commit-  P®c|  o*  ^  *  decision  ^^jjj  |jg  explain  to  Southern  for  his  appearing  for  his  public 

tee  in  recent  years.  Others  argue  that  ‘“I  ^  Baptists,  we  believe  ministry.  After  Jesus’  baptism  John 

cuts  had  to  be  made  somewhere  and  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  Controversy  already  overshadows  continued  his  ministry  until  cast  in 

that  only  a  certain  amount  of  funds  Here  are  a  few  facts.  As  of  May  16,  the  upcoming  San  Antonio  convention,  prison  by  Herod  Antipas  (John  3:24^ 
could  be  spent  by  Southern  Baptists  legal  costs  total  $242,981.20.  A  few  local  Certainly  a  floor  fight  over  the  ap-  Mark  6:17-29).  But  after  John’s  bap- 
in  Washington.  ‘  bills  may  still  exist,  we  are  told,  but  propriation  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Com-  tism  of  Jesus  his  ministry  declined. 

While  most  programs  and  budget  they  wiO  be  minimal.  Most  of  the  legal  mittee  is  not  needed.  Last  year,  — — ■  —  -  -  — ■ 
subcommittee  members  would  deny  bills  are  in.  Added  to  the  legal  cost  Southern  Baptists  approved  a  new  from  the  Baptist  Joint  Cbmmittee  the 
any  relationship,  it  is  interesting  to  must  be  thfe  interest  on  the  money  bor-  plan  for  working  with  other  Baptist  very  next  year,  especially  when  such 
note  that  Uw  reduction  in  Baptist  rowed  to  pay  for  the  court  battle  The  bodies  through  the  Baptist  Joint  Com-  action  is  not  necessary. 

Joint  Committee  funds  nearly  equal-  Executive  (^mmittee  had  to  borrow  mittee ’Ib  us,  it  seems  most  unwise  to  Bob  Ibrry  is  editor  of  Word  and 
ed  the  new  funds  made  available  for  against  a  line  of  credit  beginning  begin  withdrawing  financial  support  Way,  the  Missouri  Baptist  paper. 


Baptist  Beliefs  ... 

The  increasing  Christ 
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Controversy 

Capsules 


Compiled  by  Tim  Nicholas. 

This  is  the  thii^  in  what  was  hoped 
to  be  a  short  series  of  encapsulations 
of  news  stories  that  relate  to  the  con¬ 
vention  controversy.  However,  as  can 
be  seen  in  the  Charles  Fuller  inter¬ 
view  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  and  the 
piece  concerning  Gary  Young  and  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee,  few  areas 
seem  to  be  cooling  off.  Note  below  that 
one  of  the  capsules  is  a  response  to  a 
response  to  a  response. 

Hie  Baptist  Record  is  determined, 
though,  to  make  every  effort  to  save 
space  for  missions  stories  and  give  the 
controversy  stories  as  short  a  shrift  as 
possible 

Response  to  a  response 
J.  Neal  Rodgers,  a  l^xas  layman 
who  helped  put  together  a  brochure 
claiming  Paul  Pressler  and  Paige 
Patterson  are  tied  to  the  reconstruc¬ 
tionist  movement  and  the  political 
right,  said  the  brochure  can  be  sup¬ 
ported  with  facts.  (Reconstruc¬ 
tionism,  basically,  is  a  radical  move¬ 
ment  which  would  replace  the  Clon- 
stitution  with  the  Bible.) 

He  said  Pressler  is  listed  by  a 
reconstructionist  press  catalogue  “as 
endorsing  the  theological  works 
edited  by  radical  reconstructionist 
leader  Gary  North,  a  man  who  open¬ 
ly  rejects  the  teachings  of  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount  and  the  words  of  Jesus.” 
And  he  cited  the  Directory  of  Ac¬ 
credited  Institutions  of  Post  (Allege  as 
listing  Oiswell  CkiUege’s  enrolment  in 
1978  as  186.  This  is  a  doubling  of  enrol¬ 
ment  to  1988,  which  Patterson  had 
denied. 

Rodgers  also  cited  Pressler  and 
Patterson’s  involvement  with  the 
Council  for  National  Policy,  which  he 
termed  ‘an  umbrella  organization  for 
virtually  every  far-right  political 
group  in  America  from  the  J(^  Birch 
Society  to  the  Elagle  Forum,  from  the 
Religious  Roundtable  to  the  Conser¬ 
vative  Caucus.*  He  said  three  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Commission  trustees,  and 
one  nominee  are  members  of  Eagle 
Forum,  and  one  CLC  trustee  is  a  John 
Bircher. 

Response,  etc. 

Responding  to  the  above,  Pressler 
and  Patterson  urged  that  they  be  in¬ 
vestigated  by  the  Peace  Committee 
concerning  tteir  involvement  with  the 
political  right  and  reconstructionism. 

Patterson  also  said  he  had  meant  to 
indicate  enrollment  at  Criswell  Col¬ 
lege  had  not  grown  appreciably  in  the 
past  five  years,  not  nine  years.  The 
enrollment  has  doubled  in  the  past 
nine  years. 

Concerning  his  reconstruction  press 
endorsement,  Pressler  said  he  did  not 
know  how  his  name  got  on  any  en¬ 
dorsement.  He  said  he  does  not  agree 
with  the  basic  precepts  or  basic 
theology  of  reconstructionism. 

Pressler  also  noted  the  Council  on 
National  Policy  is  a  fonun  for  ideas 
and  doesn’t  take  positions  on  issues  as 
a  group. 

Fomm  church  of  year 
North  Phoenix  dliurch,  Phoenix, 
has  been  named  church  of  the  year  by 
th€  SBC  Forum.  Charles  Wade,  a 
member  of  the  Forum’S  steering  com¬ 
mittee,  said  the  church  baptized  more 
than  LOOO  people  last  year  and  gave 

(Continued  on  page  5) 


A  (Baptist)  Record  35  years 


Just  over  a  week  ago,  Anne  Other  books  she  has  written  are  Baptist  Record  got  along  pretty  well. 
Washburn  McWilliams  completed  35  "David  Gomes:  When  FtfiDi  She  likes  to 'fish  and  camp  and 
years  on  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  IViumphs,”  and  “Beside  the  Point :  -  because  of  that  has  been  out  sick  for 
Record.  The  Gulfshore  Story.”  a  couple  of  days  lately.  She  and  W.D. 

..  j  j  j  were  in  their  boat  when  a  speed  boat 

Anne  .s  assistant  editor  and  wnt^  Anr^  has  an  unt^radu^  d^^  rode  by  and  purposely  splash^them, 
the  weekly  column  “Faces  and  from  Baptist-related  Judson  College  ^  ^  ^ 

Places.”  And  she  travels.  This  year  to  and  two  master’s  degrees  —  one  in  ®  ^ 

the  mysterious  East -which  she  has  English  from  Mississippi  ^  member  of  Mttlrison 

been  making  less  mystenous  with  her  College,  and  the  other  in  religious 

column.  education  from  ^“tjwe^ern  ed  «  a  GA  leader  for  more  than  25 

.  ,  ..  Seminary.  She  was  voted  outstanding 

Even  when  she  wntes  for  other  i  ludson  in  1984  years, 

publications,  it’s  usually  about  mis-  Anne  McWilliams,  author  of  Sent  to 

sions.  She  just  signed  autographs  at  Anne’s  list  of  former  jobs  is  kinda  Love,  the  story  of  Charles  and  Indy  Whit- 
the  WMU  Ontennial  in  Richmond  for  short.  She  taught  fourth  grade  for  two  ton.  recently  observed  her  35th  anniver- 
her  new  book  about  missionaries  years  in  Fairfax,  Ala.  Then  she  went  sary  with  the  Baptist  Record.  Sent  to 
C:harles  and  Indy  Whitten.  She  took  a  to  seminary  and  then  came  to  the  Love  is  one  in  an  annual  series  of 
leave  of  absence  to  write  that  book  Baptist  Record.  That’s  all.  biographies  of  missionaries  commission- 

last  year  —  at  the  same  time  she  tend-  St^  was  hired  over  the  phone  in  1963  ed  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis- 
ed  to  her  husband  W.D.  who  had  had  to  come  from  Southwestern  to  be  sionary  Union.  The  Whittens,  who  have 
a  lung  removed.  He  is  recovering  nice-  editorial  assistant  and  secretary  to  served  on  three  continents,  are  natives  of 
ly,  thanks  to  her  tender  ministrations.  Editor  A.L.  Goodrich.  She  and  the  Mississippi. 
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isues  will  face 
to  convention 


Three  big 


This  year’s  presidential  contest  like  Both  men  have  been  nominated  for 
ly  will  pit  Jerry  Vines,  co-pastor  of  the  presidency  before.  It  is  Vines’  se- 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Jacksonville,  cond  try ,  he  was  defeated  in  a  runoff 

Fla.,  the  expected  standard-bearer  for  in  1977  Jackson  is  making  his  fourth 

conservatives,  against  Richard  bid;  he  lost  last  year  in  St  Louis  to  in- 

Jackson,  pastor  of  North  Phoenix  cumbent  Rogers  b>'  a  60-40  margin. 

Baptist  Church  in  Phoenix.  Ariz..  the 

champion  of  the  moderates.  This  year,  for  the  first  time,  vice 

Vines,  a  biblical  inerrantist  and  presidential  races  apparently  are 
conservative  leader,  says  he  ‘expects’’  spotlighted  Two  men  have  been  an- 
of  he  will  be  nominated.  Jackson,  also  a  nounced  as  potential  candidates:  Dar- 
biblical  inerrantist  who  says  he  is  not  rell  Robinson,  pastor  of  Dauphin  Way 

Conservatives,  seeking  to  change  aligned  with  any  faction,  will  be  Baptist  Church  in  Mobile.  Ala.,  for 

the  direction  of  the  convention  and  to  nominated  by  conservative  George  first  vice  president  and  Robert  Witty. 

.  I  “liberal  Harris,  pastor  of  Castle  Hills  Baptist  retired  president  of  Luther  Rice 

drih,”  discovered  that  through  elec-  Church  of  San  Antonio.  Moderates  Seminary  in  Jacksonville.  Fla.,  a  non- 
tion  of  conservative  presidents,  they  have  strongly  supported  Jackson's 

could  influence  convention  affairs.  nomination.  (Continued  on  page  4; 


“big  three”  —  the  election  of  a  new  to  succeed  Adrian  P.  Rogers  of  Mem- 
president  and  two  critical  sets  of  phis.  'Tenn..  who  has  served  two  con- 
nominations  —  will  top  the  agenda  at  secutive  terms  and  may  not  seek 
the  1988  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  re-election. 

scheduled  June  14-16  in  the  Henry  B  The  SBC  controversy  since  1979  has 
Gonzalez  Convention  Center  in  San  centered  on  the  election  of  a  presi- 
Antonio,  Texas.  dent.  With  appointive  and  presiding 

'The  convention  will  be  huge  by  San  powers,  the  presidency  has  been  hot- 
Antonio  standards,  but  is  not  expected  ly  contested  in  the  10  years  c. 
to  top  the  all-time  record  SBC,  Dallas  controversy, 
in  1985,  when  45,519  messengers 
swamp^  the  city.  Veteran  observers 

predict  the  meeting  will  be  “bigger  stop  what  they  perceive  as  a 
than  Atlanta  but  smaller  than  Dallas.” 

'The  1986  annual  meeting  in  Atlanta 
registered  40,987  messengers. 


One  BSU  staffer  is  hired,  another  promoted 


One  Baptist  Student  Union  staffer  who  became  director  of  housing  for  Church.  Augusta,  Ga.,  1978-79. 
has  been  promoted  and  another  hired  Southern  Seminary.  Glaze  replaces  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Don  Gann  who  is  going  to  Mississip-  of  Alabama  and  earned  the  master  of 
Board’s  Executive  Committee  in  a  let-  pi  College  as  BSU  director.  arts  degree  in  Christian  education  at 

^1*  pQii  last  week.  Mrs.  Bedford,  associate  at  USM  Southern  Seminary. 

Given  the  nod  were  Marilyn  H.  Bed-  since  1984,  was  associate  campus  Glaze  has  served  as  interim 
ford  and  Tim  Glaze  Mrs.  Bedford  was  minister  at  the  University  of  minister  of  youth  at  First  Church, 
promoted  from  associate  director  to  Alabama,  Tuscaloosa,  1983-84;  was  Biloxi,  1987;  minister  of  youth.  Pine 
director  of  the  BSU  at  the  University  director  of  campus  ministry,  career  Grove  Church,  Picayune.  1983-87 ,  and 
of  Southern  Mississippi  in  Hat-  planning  and  placement,  and  assis-  was  minister  of  recreation  and  ac- 
Uesburg.  Glaze  has  been  hired  as  BSU  tant  in  adult  education  at  Judson  Col-  tivities,  Southside  Church,  Jackson, 
director  at  East  Central  Mississippi  lege,  1981-83;  was  interim  chaplain  at  1979-80. 

Community  College  at  Decatur.  He  Rocky  Mountain  CkiUege,  1900-81;  was  Glaze  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
has  been  a  part  time  assistant  BSU  associate  director  of  BSU  at  Rocky  College  and  earned  the  master  of 
director  employed  by  Gulf  Coast  Ckrni-  Mountain  and  Eastern  Montana  Col-  divinity  and  master  of  religious 
munity  College  since  1^.  leges,  197^-80;  and  was  minister  of  education  degrees  from  New  Orleans 

Mrs.  Bedford  replaces  Wil  McCall,  education  and  youth  at  Fleming  Seminary. 


Bedford 
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Messengers  face 
three  bie  issues 


(Continued  from  page  3)  the  Virginia  convention  and  of  plac- 

Southern  Baptist  institution,  for  se-  ing  conservative  pastors  in  vacant 
cond  VP.  pulpits  around  the  state. 

In  addition  to  the  elections,  In  addition  to  the  “big  three"  items, 
messengers  also  will  be  called  upon  messengers  likely  will  face  a  series  of 
to  ratify  the  nomination  of  members  other  issues,  including  renewed  strife 
to  serve  on  the  1989  Committee  on 
Nominations. 

Controversy  surrounding  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  1986  Committee  on  Nomina¬ 
tions  resulted  in  a  federal  court 
lawsuit  filed  by  four  messengers.  It 


over  the  embattled  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs. 

Last  year,  messengers  adopted  a 
proposal  to  restructure  SBC  par¬ 
ticipation  on  the  Baptist  Joint  Com- 

—  _ _  mittee,  a  coalition  of  nine  Baptist 

was  rejected  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  the  United  States  and 

Court  in  February  1988.  The  center  of  uanada.  Almost  immediately  ques- 
the  dispute  was  a  parliamentary  ml-  tions  arose  about  funding  and  par- 
nomination  of  a  substitute  ticipation,  resulting  in  a  recommen- 
,  ",  slate  was  out  of  order.  dation  ties  be  severed  between  the 

QGCljCfltiOn  Another  expected  point  of  con-  sBC  and  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee. 

troversy  is  the  slate  of  nominations  by  >phe  Executive  Committee  declined  to 
labors  included  Cato;  First.  Uimberton;  First,  Sharon;  tawn  the  1988  Committee  on  Nominations,  recommend  Ix^aking  the  relationship 
Haven;  Wildwood;  and  Woolmarket.  Jones  County  Baptist  Even  before  the  list  of  some  240 

Association  took  responsibility  for  getting  the  building  up.  Oak  nominations  was  released  in  late  This  year,  the  question  is  expected 
Grove  members  gave  $1,S00,  and  $20,000  in  materials  were  April,  controversy  swirled  in  Texas,  to  arise  when  the  SBC  Cooperative 
donated  by  individuals  and  companies  for  Jones  County  Florida,  Louisiana  and  Kansas-  Program  allocation  budget  is  discuss- 
disaster  relief.  Companies  giving  included  City  Salvage  of  Nebraska  over  the  nominees  and  the  ed-  to  the  proposed  budget,  $48,400  is 
Laurel,  and  Miles  Lumber  Co.  operations  of  the  committee,  which  cut  from  the  BJCPA  allocation,  reduc- 

was  headed  ^  Raleigh,  N.C.,  attorney  ing  it  to  $400,000.  Early  indications 
Joseph  Knott  III.  signal  a  possible  effort  to  restore  the 

Several  members  charged  the  work  budget  cut,  and  the  idea  has  been  sup- 
the  committee  was  “orchestrated”  ported  editorially  by  at  least  one  state 
f  conservatives  and  was  unfair.  Baptist  newspaper  editor, 
barges  also  circulated  that  nomina-  Such  an  effort  —  successful  or  un- 
ans  were  made  on  the  basis  of  successful  —  could  set  off  a  renewed 


Ervin  Gilmore  stands  by  the  porch  of  Oak  Grove  Baptist 
Church  in  Jones  County  where  he  is  pastor.  The  church  was 
dedicated  recently  after  being  rebuilt  from  thd  ground  by 
volunteer  labor  from  Southern  Baptist  churches.  The  National 
Baptist  church  was  totally  destroyed  by  the  tornado  that  swept 
through  Jones  County  a  year  ago.  Guest  speaker  for  the  day 
was  Eddie  Parker,  pastor  of  Pecan  Grove  Church,  who  was  one 
of  the  principal  re-builders.  Other  churches  participating  in  the 


BJC  controversy  politics, 
not  theology,  Young  says 


Bv  Elisabeth  Youne  ^  ^  ^  uiogi  uim-  under  neavy  tue  trom  conservatives 

ed  committee  members.  Whether  or  for  several  years. 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.  (BP) —The  con-  Conference  in  Phoenix.  —  “Second,  the  (PAC)  chairman  not  such  a  report  is  made,  a  new  round  .  ..  ...  ntnf  nontmwr 

troversy  over  the  Baptist  Joint  Com-  Young  told  the  Beacon  Southern  (Samuel  Currin,  a  state  court  judge  of  parliamentary  wrangling  is  likely.  ° 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs  was  a  Baptists  should  be  told  when  biblical  in  Raleigh,  N.C.),  in  spite  of  the  fact  In  addition  to  that  possibility,  there  is  ^  f 

political  dispute,  not  a  theological  one,  inerrancy  is  the  issue  and  when  the  that  he  had  testified  that  we  should  the  potential  that  at  least  some  of  the  Chnstian  e  ommissmn. 
an  Arizona  pastor  who  headed  a  issue  is  control  politics.  T  would  like  withdraw  (from  the  BJO,  seemed  to  nominees  will  be  challenged  from  the  *" 

special  fact-finding  committee  said,  to  keep  before  the  people  the  issue  of  me  to  be  reasonable  and  willing  to  floor.  f 

Gary  Young,  pastor  of  First  inerrancy  because  that’s  the  issue  work  toward  a  solution.  There  has  possibly  never  been  a  was  tol  owed  imm  a  yoya  ^ 

Southern  Baptist  Church  of  Phoenix,  that  the  party  in  power  keeps  saying  —  “And  because  I’m  naive.  I  made  minority  report  from  the  Committee  ..  conserve  ves, 

said:  “Inerrancy  was  never  an  issue,  is  the  issue,’  he  said.  the  statement  that  we  had  come  up  on  Nominations  in  many  years,  but 

(The  controversy)  had  to  do  with  con-  SBC  messengers  will  be  able  to  vote  with  a  good  proposal,  and  now  it  was  there  have  been  challenges  in  past  Since  last  year.  Baker  survived  a 

trol  politics,  personal  dislikes  and  the  intelligently  only  if  they  understand  up  to  the  participants  to  make  it  a  years,  notably  1981  and  1982.  Most  15-15  vote  to  dismiss  him  from  his 

application  of  theolog>'  and  scriptural  when  inerrancy  is  the  issue  and  when  solution. ...  I  trusted  them.”  Disillu-  challenges  in  recent  years  have  been  post,  but  in  the  weeks  immediately 

principles.”  it’s  not,  he  said.  Following  his  service  sionment  came  when  Young  was  in-  unsuccessful.  Because  of  rulings  from  proceeding  the  annual  meeting,  has 

The  pastor  headed  the  study  com-  on  the  fact-finding  committee,  Young,  vited  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  the  president,  challenges  have  had  to  announced  he  will  accept  the 

mittee  appointed  by  the  Southern  although  eligible  for  a  second  full  reconstituted  PAC  in  August  1987  to  be  conducted  on  a  one-by-one  basis,  pastorate  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 

Baptist  (Convention’s  Executive  Com-  four-year  term  on  the  SBC  Executive  explain  his  committee’s  intent  for  something  most  messengers  have  lit-  Pineville,  La.  Baker,  who  will  not 

mittee  for  more  than  a  year  as  it  (Committee,  declined  renomination.  “I  funding  the  PAC  and  BJC.  tie  patience  for.  leave  his  CLC  job  until  July  10,  pro- 

studied  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee-  was  physically  and  emotionally  ex-  “For  all  practical  purposes  I  wasted  (Challenges  are  expected  at  least  to  bably  will  present  the  agency’s  rejxMl 

SBC  relationship  The  BJC  is  made  up  hausted,”  he  said.  “I  began  to  feel  that  more  (Cooperative  Program  money  on  Paige  Patterson,  president  (rf  (Criswell  to  the  convention,  but  rumors  cir- 

of  nine  Baptist  bodies  in  the  United  it  was  affecting  me  spiritually.  I  grew  air  fare,”  he  said.  “It  appeared  to  me  College  in  Dallas,  and  one  of  the  ar-  culate  there  may  be  a  repetition  of 

States  and  Canada  and  focuses  on  weary  of  politics.  My  church  was  suf-  that  they  had  their  minds  made  up  chitects  of  the  conservative  last  year’s  dual  report, 

religious  liberty  and  separation  of  fering  from  my  absence  and  from  my  and  were  not  interested  in  what  I  had  resurgence,  who  has  been  nominated  Other  items  facing  messengers : 

church  and  state.  The  SBC  relates  to  distraction.”  In  addition,  he  said,  dur-  to  say.  ...  I  felt  exceedingly  disap-  to  a  term  on  the  Foreign  Mission  —  Adoption  of  proposed  $145.6 

the  BJ(CPA  through  an  18-member  ing  the  year  he  had  been  forced  to  pointed,  heartsick,  a  bit  angry,  and  Board;  and  retired  Air  Force  Brig,  million  (Cooperative  Program  budget. 

Public  Affairs  Committee.  cancel  speaking  engagements  aimed  felt  that  I  had  wasted  nine  months  of  Gen.  T.C.  Pinckney  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  up  4  percent  from  the  $140  million 

The  controversy  over  the  BJC  arose  at  helping  churches  build  Sunday  my  life,  nine  months  of  my  church’s  whohas  been  nominated  to  a  term  on  1987-88  budget, 

in  the  1986  annual  meeting,  when  a  Schools.  “I  just  feel  like  I  can  do  a  lot  precious  time  in  my  ab^nce  and  the  SBC  Executive  Committee.  —  Deciding  on  bylaws  to  create  the 

messenger  moved  that  the  SBC  sever  more  good  preaching  about  Sunday  thousands  and  thousands  of  Patterson’s  nomination  to  the  FMB  officeofparliamentarian,andrevis- 
ties  with  the  BJC  and  establish ‘^n  ex-  schools  than  working  on  denomina-  Cooperative  Program  dollars.”  was  the  topic  of  controversy  inside  the  ing  rules  concerning  times  for  in¬ 
clusive  SouthenrBaptist  presence”  in  tional  problents.”  he  said.  The  past  Young  said  he  told  the  PAC  the  committed  and.  because  of  his  nro-  troduction  of  business  and  a  quorum 

Washington.  D.C.  Young’s  committee,  year  has  taken  Young  from  initial  study  committee  had  discussed  the  minence  in  conservative  leade  nip,  for  doing  business  at  the  annual 

after  a  year  of  study,  recommended  hopefulness  that  the  committee’s  jrfan  issue  of  who  would  have  control  of  the  has  set  off  ire  among  moderates.  Pin-*  meetings. 

to  the  1987  annual  meeting  the  SBC  would  work  to  anger  and  frustration  funds  being  sent  to  the  BJC  but  made  ckney,  chairman  of  the  1987  —  Listening  to  singing,  preaching 

continue  to  relate,  but  expand  SBC  as  the  new  PAC  seemed  unwilling  to  no  recommendation  on  it.  nqminating  committee,  stirred  con-  and  interpretations  of  the  1988  theme, 

representation  and  empower  the  PAC  follow  the  plan.  Young  listed  three  “VVte  decided  to  let  the  system  work  ”  tooversy  when  a  letter  he  had  written  “Pour  Out  Revival.” 

to  act  separately  fron)  the  BJC  when  reasons  for  his  initial  hopefulness;  u- ,Tnw»  cvctom  tiu>  itv.  ^  pastors  in  Virginia  just  before  the  All  in  all,  it  promises  to  be  a  busy 

necessary.  —  “First  of  all.  because  of  the  work-  jy.  Commhtee  has  been  makine  state  convention  was  made  —  and  possibly  controversy-filled  — 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  report,  ing  relationship  I  had  with  Paul  ^  public.  In  it,  he  wrote  of  “controlling”  annual  meeting,  just  like  the  last  10 

Young  has  remained  silent  on  the  Pressler  at  that  time”  Pressler,  a  . 

committee  and  its  work.  However,  he  Houston  appeals  court  judge  and  Guatemala  StatlOIl  gOCS  Oil  air 
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(Continued  from  page  3) 
more  than  $1  million  to  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

Richard  Jackson,  candidate  (or 
SBC  president,  is  pastor.  The  FYnum 
is  an  organization  of  moderate 
pastors. 

Crisis  III 

Vcdume  three  of  a  self-published 
series  by  James  Hefley  called  “The 
Truth  in  Crisis”  is  out.  Included  is  an 
analysis  of  events  concerning  trustees 
and  staff  at  the  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission,  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee, 
and  Southeastern  Seminary. 

Perhaps  a  sanctified  version  of  that  Freddie  Cook,  left,  mainteruince  super-  In  Honey's  closing  he  wrote:  “In  St. 
is  Southern  Baptists’  best  hope  No  visor  at  Gulfshore.  Mississippi  Baptists’  Louis,  many  had  hoped  that  im- 
committee  can,  or  should,  police  the  assembly  groumis,  receives  his  25-year  plementation  of  the  Peace  Committee 
spirit  and  attitudes  of  our  denomiha-  pin  from  Frank  Simmons.  Gulfshore  report  would  have  solved  the  pro- 
tional  family,' but  individual  Baptists  manager.  The  51-year-old  Cook  has  work-  '  blems.  It  has  not  because  the  recom- 
can  refuse  to  allow  fellow  Baptists  to  ed  for  Mississippi  Baptists  for  28  years,  mendations  have  not  been  acted  on  in 
get  by  with  a  spirit  which  is  so  close  but  a  mix-up  in  records  delayed  his  many  Southern  Baptist  entities.  C^on- 
to  the  emotions  it  is  not  a  good  judge  25-year  pin.  servatives  are  hoping  that  the  1988 

of  its  own  intentions.”  San  Antonio  convention  will  move  the 

implementation  along.  Moderates  are 
balking  at  the  theological  recommen¬ 
dations.” 

Rogers’  prediction 

Last  month,  BP  ran  a  story  about 
Adrian  Rogers*  first  overseas  mis¬ 
sionary  visit  which  was  to  Mexico. 
Brazil,  and  three  African  nations. 
Missionaries  asked  the  SBC  preskhnt 
what  would  happen  if  Richard 
Jackson  were  elected  to  succeed 
Rogers.  He  predicted  Jackson's  elec¬ 
tion  would  likely  mean  “10  more  years 
of  warfare  in  the  convention.”  And  he 


Cook’s  twenty-fifth 


BJC  controversy 


(Continued  from  page  4)  were  added  to  the  PAC,  he  said, 

member,  like  the  majority  of  the  PAC,  Because  of  the  system,  he  said,  “no 
believed  the  funds  formerly  channel-  one  could  stand  at  a  microphone  and 
ed  directly  to  the  BJC  would  now  be  give  this  information  to  the 
under  the  PAC’s  control.  Young  said,  messengers.  Consequently,  all  of  them 
“They  misunderstood  the  rules  of  were  elected  without  question.” 
the  game  when  the  rules  of  the  game  The  system  gives  the  SBC  president 

were  explained  to  them,”  he  said,  great  power,  he  said,  both  through  the 
“They  didn’t  like  it  and  decided  they  appointive  process  and  through 


celeration  of  political  activity  and  the 
closeness  of  the  convention  in  San  An¬ 
tonio,”  he  said. 

Fuller,  who  for  more  than  a  quarter 
century  has  been  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  who  has 
held  a  number  of  responsibilities  in 
the  Baptist  General  Association  of 
Virginia  and  the  SBC  prior  to  his  elec¬ 
tion  as  chairman  of  the  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee,  said: . 

“I  am  aware  that  individual  cons¬ 
cience  is  prized  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  majority  opinion  does  not 
always  determine  right  over  wrong. 
But  I  am  struck  with  the  number  of 
us  who  seem  to  feel  convention  action 
means  little  if  one  does  not  agree  with 
the  decision. 

“I  recognize  the  limits  of  convention 
action.  Local  churches  are  not  bound 
by  it,  and  individuals  are  free  to 
disagree.  But  what  does  cooperation 
mean  among  us  if  we  intend  to 
cooperate  only  with  that  with  which 
we  agree? 

“Clertainly,  there  is  a  place  for  the 
so-called  ‘loyal  opposition.’  but  just  as 
there  are  some  theological 
parameters  among  us,  there  are  some 
political  and  behavioral  ones  as  w611.” 

Fuller  continued  by  saying  he  per¬ 
sonally  believes  the  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee  report,  adopted  by  the  convention, 
can  work,  but  not  if  we  work  against 
it,  or  work  around  it  or  work  to  ac¬ 
complish  goals  other  than  the  ones  it 
proposes.” 

“In  my  opinion,  we  are  in  a  crisis  of 
spirit.  There  have  begun  alterations 
of  our  theological  course.  Now,  I  feel 
there  needs  to  be  an  alteration  to  the 
course  of  our  spirit.  Charity  is  not  a 
theological  tenet;  it  is  an  evidence  of 
conversion.” 


Cause  is  a  new  magazine  published  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  widely 
perceived  as  a  political  promotional 
piece  for  a  potential  conservative 
presidential  candidate  of  the  SBC.) 

—  “In  my  opinion,  a  blatant  viola¬ 
tion  is  seen  in  the  mailout  of  Struggle 
for  the  Baptist  Soul  in  May  of  this 
year.  (The  brochure  was  included  in 
a  mailing  from  moderate  leader  W. 
Winfred  Moore  of  Amarillo,  Texas, 
supporting  the  moderate  cause. ) 

—  “Although  some  of  the  state  Bap¬ 
tist  newspapers  have  made  good-faith 
efforts  to  abide  by  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  convention,  others  have  in¬ 
sisted  on  the  continued  use  of  labels, 
which  is  a  violation  of  the  convention 
action.  (The  convention  recommend¬ 
ed  cessation  of  use  of  such  terms  as 
‘moderate-conservative’  and 
‘fundamental-conservative,’  as  well  as 
other  terms.)! 

—  “SBC  Today  uses  the  inflam¬ 
matory  reference,  ‘fundamentalists;’ 
the  Southern  Baptist  /Vdvocate  uses 
the  intemperate  term  ‘moderate/ 
liberal.’  ” 

Fuller  also  referenced  involvement 
of  denominational  employees  in  the 
controversy  Ity  saying:  “There  can  be 
no  question  that  anyone  has  the  right 
to  speak  out,  but  when  a  denomina¬ 
tional  executive  or  elected  leader  does 
it,  he  or  she  must  consider  the  propor¬ 
tions  of  divisiveness  which  are  pro¬ 
mpted.  This  kind  of  sensitivity  we 
need  in  a  ‘crisis  of  spirit.’  ”  He  also 
commented  on  a  recommendation 
designed  to  help  the  SBC  Pastors’ 
Conference  and  SBC  Forum  ‘get 
together’ 

“The  correspondence  I  have  in¬ 
dicates  an  approach  of  the  SBC 
Forum  to  the  Pastors’  (Conference. 


could  do  something  to  change  the 
rules  of  the  game  a  lot  faster.”  He  said 
he  was  stunned  when,  last  October  the 
PAC  voted  8-4  to  request  the  SBC  sever 
ties  with  the  BJC  and  asked  for 
$485,200  to  fund  the  PAC  as  a  new  SBC 
agency  in  place  of  the  BJC. 

He  does  see  a  ray  of  hope  in  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee.  In  February,  it 
declined  to  act  on  the  PAC’s  proposal 
to  sever  ties  with  the  BJC,  saying  that 
more  time  was  needed  to  evaluate  the 
effectiveness  of  the  changes. 

“It  is  my  hope  that  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  will  not  withdraw 
at  this  time  and  will  give  this  time  to 
work,”  Young  said.  Three  to  five  years 
are  needed  for  every  person  involved, 
including  members  of  other 
denominations,  the  BJC  staff  and  the 
PAC,  to  study  the  issues  and  “keep  up 
with  the  dynamics  of  what’s  happen¬ 
ing  in  American  government  and 
politics,”  he  said. 

A  minimum  of  three  years  also  is 
needed,  he  said,  “to  allow  our  Public 
Affairs  Committee  the  opportunity  to 
broaden  their  vision  and  not  just 
make  a  decision  on  a  single  issue 
within  the  scope  of  public  affairs.” 

Young  blamed  a  system  that  is 
“tightly  and  powerfully  controlled” 
for  the  current  situation,  noting  that 
at  the  St.  Louis  convention  Southern 
Baptists  re-elected  to  the  PAC  “the 
chairman  and  one  member  who  had 
rotated  off,  both  of  whom  spoke  in  our 
(fact-finding  committee)  hearings  in 
Nashville  and  urged  us  to  withdraw 
support  from  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee”  A  third  person  elected  also 
had  testified  against  the  BJC,  he  said. 

In  addition,  three  other  people  who 
had  expressed  opposition  to  the  BJC 
in  writing  or  in  personal  conversation 


parliamentary  procedure  at  the 
convention. 

In  the  past  few  y^ars,  the  president 
has  not  allowed  people  challenging 
nominations  by  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  to  explain  why  a  person 
is  not  qualified  to  serve;  people  can 
only  present  other  nominees  and  tell 
why  they  are  qualified,  he  said. 

Messengers  who  don’t  know  the 
background,  he  said,  “say,  ‘We  trust 
these  people  because  they’re  protec¬ 
ting  the  Bible,  and  these  people  over 
there  are  liberals’  Then  obviously 
they’re  just  going  to  sit  there  and  vote 
for  whoever  is  nominated.  So  the 
president  stifles  any  objection  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

The  answer.  Young  believes,  is  in  the 
election  of  the  president. 

“Under  the  present  system.”  he 
said,  “electing  a  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  who  is 
not  a  part  of  the  party  in  power  is  the 
only  way  to  return  the  convention  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  the  messengers.” 
‘During  his  remarks  at  the  Pastor’s 
Conference.  Young  endorsed  fellow 
Phoenix  pastor  Richard  Jackson  of 
North  Phoenix  Baptist  Church,  for 
president  of  the  SBC.  “He  is  conser¬ 
vative  in  his  theology,”  Young  said, 
“and  he  is  not  obligated  to  any  group 
or  any  party  and  would  be  answerable 
to  the  majority  of  Southern  Baptists.” 

Young  is  preparing  a  letter  to  all 
Arizona  Southern  Baptist  pastors,  ex¬ 
pressing  many  of  the  concerns  he  told 
the  Baptist  Beacon.  He  is  planning  to 
tell  the  pastors  this  is  the  first  time  in 
his  33  years  of  ministry  he  has  ever 
written  a  political  letter.  ' 

Elizabeth  Young  edits  the  Arizona 
Beacon. 


said  if  Jerry  Vines  wins,  he  betieves 
the  fighting  will  be  almost  over  and 
Southern  Baptists  can  get  back  to  con¬ 
centrating  on  missions. 

Asked  if  there  is  room  for  people 
with  varying  biblical  interpretations 
to  work  together  as  long  as  they  ac¬ 
cept  the  lordship  of  Jesus  (Christ, 
Risers  said  that  Southern  Baptists 
can  accommodate  a  wider  theology 
but  to  do  so  would  “slow  the  train 
down.” 


CLASSIFIED 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  slay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs.  .Ark.  .\ir 
conditioning,  pool.  $X  tickets,  lodg¬ 
ing,  and  meals,  .ALL  for  $22  each! 
Call  .'>0I/25.'I-HIIH  today! 


MALATESTA  FfNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  F'uneral  and  casket  — 
$1495.00.  We  serve  entire  state.  Call 
(601)  366-6563  or  write:  103  W. 
Northside  Dr.,  Jackson.  MS  39206. 


GOD’S  MAT. 3  IMKTRINES  of 
Grace:  Ten  radio  messages 
(chapters).  FREF!!  90«  postage 
appreciated  but  not  necessary. 
Ray’s  Study,  Box  5435,  .Midland, 
TX  79704. 


FOR  SALE:  1987  FORD  VAN. 
E-350;  IS  passenger;  A/C  front, 
rear;  21,000  miles;  excellent  con- 
ditkMi;  $I3.9tS;  •01-425-7127. 
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Doctors  and  dentists  hear 
world  renowned  Paul  Brand 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

“The  great  gift  that  the  Holy  Spirit  iHdB 

gives  to  us  is  sensitivity,”  the  noted 
doctor,  Paul  Brand,  said  to  those 
gathered  for  a  dinner  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical-Dental 
Fellowship  and  Baptist  Nursing 
Fellowship  at  First  Church,  Jackson, 
on  May  5.  Members  of  fellowship 
participate  in  volunteer  missions  pro- 
jects,  in  theU-S.,  and  other  countries. 

“You  have  contacts,”  he  continued. 

“Use  those  contacts  and  the  Holy 
will  make  you  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  people.  You  have  to  be  in  a 
certain  with  your  sensors 

out  before  you  know  what  it  is  the  Lord 

Paul  Brand  retired  Chief  of 
Rehabilitation  branch  of  U.S.  Public 

Health  Service  Hospital,  Carville,  La.,  Paul  Brand 

also  he  was  clinical  professor  of  “It  is  very  important,”  he  said, 
surgery  at  LSU  Medical  School.  Of  “when  you  go  overseas,  or  on  mission 
British  nationality,  he  was  bom  in  here,  to  go  not  as  a  “great  doctor,’  but 
India,  July  17, 1914,  where  his  parents  as  ‘just  me,’  —  a  simple  person,  as  an 
were  missionaries.  In  London  he  individual  —  to  touch  another  in- 
received  his  medical  and  surgical  dividual’s  life, 
training.  “In  being  a  missionary  you  have  to 

He  is  known  for  his  }9  years  of  apixeciate  what  is  already  being  done 
pioneering  research  on  the  disease  of  ttere  Learn  what  is  important  to  the 
leprosy  in  India,  where  he  taught  people.  Learn  their  customs.  Be  sen- 
surgery  at  Christian  Medical  College,  sitive  to  the  people.” 
an  international  Christian  enterprise  He  recalled  that  the  first  need  he 
He  has  attained  world  stature  as  a  was  aware  of  concerned  feet  —  when 
hiind  surgeon.  Among  his  many  he  saw  cases  of  club  feet  while  he  was 
writings  are  two  books  co-author^  in  medical  school  in  London.  Then 
with  Philip  Yancey,  Fearfully  and  God  led  him  to  an  interest  in  leprosy. 
Wtaderfully  Made  and  la  His  Image.  He  said  he  remembered  bow  1^ 


Colorado  Baptists  avert 
dropping  WMU  director 

DENVER  (BP)  —  Financially  Sunday  School  boards,  expected  to 
troubled  (Colorado  Baptists  have  step-  produce  the  balance 
ped  back  from  a  proposal  to  dn^  the  The  administrative/personnel  com- 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  director  mittee  decided  to  cut  some  program- 
from  their  state  convention  staff.  ming  and  to  cut  the  WMU  dhector  ef- 
Instead,  they  have  called  for  finan-  fective  July  1.  The  rationale  behind 
cial  commitments  from  Southern  the  proposal  is  that  Sharp  and  WMU 
Baptists  across  the  state,  seeking  to  Director  Sydney  PorUs  are  the  only 
eliminate  their  crippling  debt.  CBGC  staff  members  funded  by  Col- 

In  Apnl,  the  Colorado  Bap^t  fe^- salari^  are  suwaemented  by  the 
(feneralConvenUonex«^.ve  board’s  and  Sunday  School 

finance  committee  made  a  motion  to  j^^ds 

E'  ckor^  the  executive  board  voted  to  cut  some 

supplemental  program  functions  and 
Ihat  budget  is  $2.4  million,  with  dkd-  approved  six  immediate  steps  and 
orado  Baptists  expected  to  raise  half  three  long-range  proposals  to  ease  the 
and  other  sources,  particularly  the  budget  crisis  without  dropping  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  and  WMU  position. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


vrowd  a  most  effective  ministry.  We 

i\inerican  ^.inurcn  sougni  housing,  transportation,  and  a  seek  to  minister  to  cadets  throu^  in- 
Eklitor:  salary  to  cover  living  costs.  ((Current  volvement  in  Bible  stutfy,  disdpleship, 

I  write  to  appeal  for  a  temporary  exchange  rates  make  it  impossible  for  church  invtrivement,  worship,  and 
placement  as  an  assistant  pastor.  me  to  live  in  North  America  for  that  mission  endeavors.  We  invite  all  new 
I  am  the  pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church  period  relying  on  my  own  finances),  incoming  cadets  to  join  with  us. 
in  (^pe  Town,  South  Africa,  who  in  My  elders  and  deacons  are  keen  for  Also,  for  everyone  attending  West 

November  and  December  of  1988  may  me  to  gain  further  experience  and  Point  or  the  Naval  Academy,  similar 
take  two  months  long  leave.  I  have  have  heartily  endorsed  my  ministries  are  provided.  At  West  Point 

served  this  church  for  five  years,  and  application.  contact  Alton  Harpe,  U  Washington 

under  God  the  church  has  grown  and  E.  D.  Marshall,  pastor  St.,  Cornwall-on-Hudson,  NY  12S20, 

we  have  recently  called  a  second  Durbanville  Baptist  Church  (914)  534-7954.  At  the  Naval  Academy 

pastor.  Durbanville  7550  contact  Dick  Bumpass,  201  Hanover 

I  am  keen  to  be  involved  in  a  North  Cape  Town,  South  Africa  St.,  Annapolis,  MD  21401,  (301) 

American  church  that  has  a  vision  for  263-0963. 

growth  and  that  is  growing  vigorous-  a-  cv.  ___  DCTT  Dwain  Gregory,  Director 

ly.  I  want  to  be  exposed  to  new  ideas  rorce  IjoU  Baptist  Student  Union 

to  enhance  the  ministry  of  this  church  Editor:  550  W.  Woodmen  Rd. 

and  my  own  skiUs.  The  Baptist  Student  Union  of  the  (dorado  Springs,  (X)  80919 

I  am  39  years  old,  married,  with  Air  Force  Academy  would  like  to  con-  (303)  599-9094 

three  children;  and  I  want  my  fami-  tact  the  men  and  women  coming  ti>  n  ■  .  aa 

ly  to  accompany  me.  I  have  been  a  the  academy  this  July.  We  would  like  roots 

pastor  for  12  years,  and  J  consider  my  to  meet  their  planes,  provide  Editor: 

strengths  to  te  expository  preaching,  transportation  and  lodging,  and  help  Pastor  Albert  McMullen's  letter  ap- 
motivation,  and  pastoral  care.  I  am  them  to  report  to  the  academy  at  the  pearing  in  The  Record  of  May  19th 

also  a  qualified  E.E.3  teacher/  required  time  If  pastors,  parents,  sure  struck  a  responsive  chord  with 

trainer.  friends,  or  the  new  cadets  themselves  me  I  quote  him,  “When  the  “conser- 

The  churches  I  would  be  interested  will  contact  us  with  name  and  ad-  vatives”  send  out  tapes  or  literature 

in  corresponding  with  will  be:  dress,  we  will  correspond  to  secure  it  is  political;  but  whm  the  “modonte-  RICHMOND,  .  Larry  Baker,  ex-  Baker’s  acceptance  of  the  Pineville 

Conservative  evangelical  theologi-  flight  arrival  times  anckprovide  fur-  liberal’ group  sends  it  out,  they  are  ecutive  director  of  the  Southern  Bap-,  pastorate  comes  only  16  months  after 

cally.  ther  information.  sim(dy  calling  Southern  Baptists  back  tist  Christian  Life  (Commission  in  he  was  elected  to  the  top  post  of  the 

Less  than  5(X)  in  attendance  but  The  Academy  Baptist  Student  to  their  roots.”  Nashville,  will  become  pastor  of  First  moral  concerns  agency  for  the  14.7- 

growing  vigorously  with  a  vision  to  Union  fs  a  widely  recognized  I  attended  a  meeting  billed  as  a  (Church,  Pineville,  La.,  effective  July  million-member  denomination, 

become  a  large  church  organization  and  is  here  for  the  pur-  “Baptist  Heritage”  affair  where  the  10.  Sarah  Frances  An^rs,  chairper-  Baker  was  elected  Jan.  15, 1987,  on 

A  senior  pastor  who  is  a  pulpit  pose  of  contributing  to  the  cadet’s  agenda  was  billed  as  “all  you  ever  son  of  the  Church’^  pastor  search  com-  a  16-13  vote  during  a  special  called 

evangelist  from  whom  I  could  learn,  spiritual  growth.  Through  the  support  wanted  to  know  about  Baptists  and  mittee,  said  members  of  the  church  meeting.  His  election  as  the  fourth  ex- 

Preferably  running  a  successful  of  our  Home  Mission  Board,  (Colmdo  were  afraid  to  ask.”  voted  “overwhelmingly*  Sunday,  May  ecutive  director  of  the  agency  came 

E.E.3  or  similar  program.  Baptist  General  (Convention,  and  It  turned  out  to  be  a  “conservative  15,  to  call  Baker,  as  pastor  of  the  after  some  trustees  questioned  him 

We  will  cover  our  own  travel  costs  Pikes  Peak  Association,  the  BSU  has  (Continued  on  page  8)  3,oe0-member  church.  ((Continued  on  page  8) 


Larry  Baker  accepts  call 
to  Pineville,  La.  church 


TkvMUy,  Jiue  2,  IMS 
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Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


A  trip  ril  never  forget 


The  first  day  I  ate  tuna  fish  that 
made  me  sick;  the  second  day  I  lost 
my  watch;  no  day,  or  night,  did  I  get 
more  than  three  hours  sleep;  a  lot  of 
the  time,  as  a  result,  I  felt  like  a  zom¬ 
bie.  But  my  trip  to  Richmond,  Va.,  for 
the  centennial  celebration  of  Woman'^ 
Missionary  Union,  SBC,  is  a  trip  I’ll 
never  regret  —  or  forget. 

By  bus  it’s  935  miles  from  Jackson 
to  Richmond.  W.  D.  and  Mama  and  1 
went  on  excursion  to  Birmingham 
May  10  so  that  Mama  could  see  the 
WMU  headquarters  building  and  sit 
on  the  Patterson  Porch.  Four 
Mississippi  buses  stopped  there. 
Another  was  enroute  from  Broad¬ 
moor,  Jackson.  I  boarded  No.  1. 

'The  youngest  on  the  buses  was 
Madelyn  Fancher,  Jackson,  age  9. 
grand^ughter  of  ’Wilda,  our  state 
WMU  president.  The  oldest  was  Har¬ 
riet  Barnes  of  Columbus,  age  92. 
Sister  of  John  Barnes,  long-time 
pastor  at  Main  Street,  Hattiesburg, 
she  carried  the  banner  for  Lowndes 
County. 

We  spent  a  night  in  Atlanta  and 
toured  the  Home  Mission  Board. 
Around  9  Wednesday  night  we  arriv¬ 
ed  in  Richmond.  Next  morning,  as 
usual,  we  got  up  at  S:30.  We  were 
scheduled  as  the  first  group  in  line  to 
tour  the  Fbreign  Mission  Brard  (6,300 
toured  the  board'k  home  (rffice  in 


Clara  M.  Trest  of  Lena  and  Annie 
Nabers  of  Yazoo  City  wear  dresses  they 
made  25  years  ago  for  the  75th  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  of  WMU.  Mrs.  Helen 
Ring  challenged  them  at  Ridgecrest  to  go 
home  and  make  a  dress  for  the  7Sth,  and 
keep  it  for  the  1(X)th.  They  did.  The  front 
of  (^a  Treat's  dress  is  made  from  a  feed 
sack. 


I  knew  I  had  made  a  mistake.  I  should 
have  worn  a  suit  and  come  looking  as 
if  I  intended  to  work.  One  woman  on 
the  bus  had  said  to  me,  “Doesn’t  it 
make  you  feel  young  that  you  can  still 
get  into  it?”  I  had  told  her  the  origin 
of  the  dress,  but  I  didn’t  admit  that  I 
was  about  to  choke  to  death,  the  high 
neck  cutting  my  throat  and  the 
sleeves  so  tight  I  could  hardly  bend 
my  elbows. 

As  I  walked  through  the  exhibit  hall 
with  Pattie  Dent,  I  met  Lila  Mefford, 
retired  missionary’  to  Spain.  She  said, 
“Oh,  you’re  supped  to  be  out  here  at 
this  table  signing  books  with  Charles 
and  Indy!”  Of  course,  I  was  thrilled 
to  be  signing  books  for  all  those  peo¬ 
ple  from  everywhere  who  knew  the 
Whittens.  ( I  don’t  have  any  children, 
but  I  think  an  author  feels  somewhat 
about  a  new  bo(A  as  a  mother  must 
feel  about  a  new  child).  And  in  one  of 
my  life’s  most  exciting  times,  there  I 
sat  in  my  20-year-old  dress,  choking 
half  to  death  and  struggling  to  bend 
my  elbow! 

Two  women  at  Celebration  in  the 
Park  had  on  dresses  older  than  mine 
though.  They  made  theirs  for  the  75th 
anniversary  celebration  of  WMU. 
(See  photo). 


Mel  Plunk,  director  of  the  Missionary  Learnir>g  Center.  Rockville.  Va..  welcomes 
a  group  of  Mississippi  women.  Plunk  is  a  former  missionary  to  Argerrtina 


Mississippi  women  wait  under  a  tent  on  the  parking  lot,  to  tour  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  headquarters  in  Richmond.  Jan  Cossitt,  state  WMU  Acteens  consuttaitt, 
clowns  In  the  foreground. 


Richmond  May  10-15.  More  toured 
there  May  12  and  13  than  in  a  typical 
year).  I  was  in  the  first  group  Of  ten 
to  go  through  on  Thursday  (they  call¬ 
ed  our  group  Zambia)  while  others 
waited  under  tents  on  the  parking  lot. 
A  new  group  began  its  tour  every 
three  minutes!  That  day,  they  say, 
1,600  toured,  and  the  next  day  3,200! 
Employees  had  it  all  organiz^  so  ef¬ 
ficiently  that  it  ran  like  well  oiled 
machinery  —  but  machinery  with 
personality. 

My  roommate  was  Violet  Kersh, 
member  of  Rock  Hill  Church,  Rankin 
County. 

Friday  —  early  —  we  visited  the 
Missionary  Learning  Center  in  its  roll¬ 
ing  green  setting  20  miles  from  Rich- 


Rebecca  Williams  of  Gautier  wears  a 
black  lace  outfit  and  shelters  herself  and 
Mrs.  Juanita  Might  of  Louisville  with  her 
black  lace  parasol. 


mood.  Mel  Plunk,  the  director  (mapy 
Mississippians  met  him  in  Argentina 
when  he  was  a  missionary  there) 
welconied  us.  I  looked  for  Indy  and 
Charles  Whitten,  missionaries-in- 
residence  at  the  Learning  Center  dur¬ 
ing  this,  their  flrst  year  of  retirement. 
But  I  didn’t  see  them.  I  had  just  pick¬ 
ed  up  my  first  copy  in  Birmingham  of 
the  book  I  wrote  last  year  about  them 
—  Seat  to  Love  —  and  was  excited  that 
it  would  be  on  display  for  the  first  time 
at  the  book  store  in  Richmond. 

I  must  say  my  hat  is  off  to  Jan 
Cossitt,  Monica  Keathley,  and  THsh 
Simmons,  all  WMU  consultants,  and 
’Wilda  Fandier  for  keeping  us  women 
on  the  buses  entertained,  healthy,  and 
all  together.  I  already  appreciated 
them  and  Sue  Ihtum,  our  state 
centennial  chairman,  but  now  I  do 
even  more  After  the  FYiday  night  ses¬ 
sion,  around  10  o’clock,  we  were 
loading  our  bus.  All  were  accounted 
for  but  one  woman.  Jan  asked  a 
policeman  if  he  had  seen  a  little  short 
woman  go  by.  He  answered,  “Lady, 
I’ve  seen  a  million  little  short  women 
go  by!” 

Friday  noon  we  had  to  dress  for  the 
Celebration  in  the  Park  and  also  for 
the  evening  service,  for  our  bus  would 
not  return  to  the  motel  in  between. 
What  should  I  wear?  I  looked  out  the 
window.  Most  of  the  women  had  on 
period  costumes.  Rebecca  Williams  of 
Gautier  was  wearing  a  long  black  lace 
dress,  with  gloves  and  parasol  to 
match.  My  “centennial”  outfit  was 
one  I’d  bought  at  Sears  perhaps  20 
years  before,  red  with  lace  at  the  neck 
and  sleeves,  reminiscent  (I  ima^ned) 

of  the  1800’s. 

I  donned  the  red  dress,  but  the 
minute  I  walked  into  the  press  room. 


A  wedding  veil  on  display  in  the 
Arkansas  booth  was  one  worn  by 
Frances  Landrum  when  she  married 
Wilfred  lyier,  late  {vesident  of  Blue 
Mountain  College.  At  least  60  WMU 
brides  have  since  worn  that  veil.  One 
of  them  was  Thelma  Frith  who  mar¬ 
ried  Albert  Bagby.  In  her  testimony 
at  one  of  the  sessions,  she  told  about 
being  appointed  a  missionary  and 
becoming  engaged,  both  during  the 
(}olden  Jubilee  of  WMU,  50  years  ago. 
A  few  months  later;  she  married 
Albert,  and  they  served  in  Brazil. 

(Ointinued  next  week) 


HANOI,  Vietnam  (EP)  —  World  Vi¬ 
sion  President  Robert  Seiple  recent¬ 
ly  returned  from  a  visit  to  North  and 
South  Vietnam  where  he  met  with 
government  officials  who  encouraged 
the  return  of  the  international 
humanitarian  agency  to  the  war  tom 
country.  World  Vision  has  not  been  in 
Vietnam  since  1975,  when  the 
organization  pulled  its  workers  out  of 
the  country  as  North  Vietnamese 
military  forces  entered  Saigon. 

“Vietnam  is  worse  off  today  than  it 
was  20  years  ago,”  said  Seifde,  who 


flew  300  combat  missions  over  North 
Vietnam  as  a  US.  Marine  pilot  dur¬ 
ing  the  war. 

“The  cities  are  decaying,”  said  Sei¬ 
ple,  who  described  the  living  condi¬ 
tions  as  “tenuous.”  He  reported  see¬ 
ing  120  people  cranuned  into  one 
house  in  one  area,  and  said  major 
metropeditan  centers  are  in  danger  of 
turning  into  massive  slums.  “Despair 
is  beginning  to  set  in.  This  is  country 
that  essentially  won  the  war  and  is 
losing  the  peace.” 


Tom  Berry  moves  to  Louisiana 


Thomas  A.  Berry,  minister  to  the 
deaf,  at  Woodland  Hills  C!hurch  in 
Jackson  for  the  past  six  years,  has 
resigned  to  accept 
a  position  with  t^ 
Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention,  On 
June  1,  he  became 
director  of  endow¬ 
ment  and  Capital 
Giving  for  the 
Louisiana  Baptist 
Foundation  in 
Alexandria. 

Berry  will  continue  to  serve  the 
largest  deaf  congregation  in  the  state 
through  mid-July,  commuting  to 
Jackson  on  weekends. 

Berry  has  led  the  deaf  congregation 
of  Woodland  Hills  in  growth  and 
development  in  several  areas.  A 
chapel  for  Sunday  morning  worship 
services  of  the  deaf  was  built  and  fur¬ 
nished;  stained  glass  windows  given 
by  deaf  and  hearing  members  of  the 
congregation  will  be  dedicated  within 


a  few  weeks.  A  number  of  new 
members,  both  by  baptism  and 
transfer  of  letter,  were  added  to  the 
church.  'The  Sunday  School  program 
for  deaf  persons,  from  pre-school  to 
senior  adult,  was  enlarged  and 
strengthened.  Two  deaf  deacons 
presently  serve  Woodland  Hills 
Church. 

The  Hands  of  Praise  choir,  with  11 
deaf  members,  was  organized  during 
Berry’s  tenure  and  has  performed  in 
churches  and  meetings  throughout 
the  state. 


Berry,  a  native  of  Oak  Grove,  La., 
is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  College  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

“Superstition  is  foolish,  childish, 
primitive  and  irrational  —  but  how 
much  does  it  cost  you  to  knock  on 
wood?” 

-  JUDITH  VIORST 

“A  child  is  a  person  who  can’t 
understand  why  someone  would  give 
awav  a  perfectly  good  kitten.” 

-  DOUG  IJVRSON 


The  increasing  Christ 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
the  bridegroom. 

Then  he  uttered  the  last  words 
John’s  Gospel  records  as  coming 
from  him.  Literally,  "He  must  go  on 
increasing,  but  I  must  go  on  decreas¬ 
ing"  (V.  30).  What  a  fitting  climax  to 


a  glorious  ministry!  His  words  should 
characterize  the  life  of  every 
Christian. 

Hershel  H.  Hobbs  is  pastor 
emeritus  of  First  Church.  Oklahoma 
City. 
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names  in  the  news 


Brotherhood  trustees 
pay  tribute  to  Godfrey 

By  Jack  Childs 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — Southern  their  meeting  to  remembrances  of 
Baptist  Brotherhood  Commission  Godfrey,  52,  a  27-year  employee  of  the 
trustees  took  time  out  from  commission.  They  unanimously  pass- 
celebrating  the  lOOth  tarthday  of  their  ed  a  resolution  of  appreciation  for 
sister  organization  to  pay  tribute  to  Godfrey  and  voted  to  commission  his 
the  life  of  the  late  commission  First  portrait,  which  will  hang  in  the  com- 

Vice  President  Norman  Godfrey.  mission  offices  in  Memphis.  missionaries  have  been  recocnized  for 

Brotherhood  trustees  met  May  13-14  WiUiam  O’Brien,  Southern  Baptist 

in  Richmond,  Va.,  joining  in  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  execuUve  vice  tte  SoSSSS 

celebration  of  the  100th  anitiversary  president,  presented  a  plaque  of  ap-  .  That/  am 

of  the  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis-  preciation  of  Godfrey’s  life  and 

Sionary  Union,  Z  the  life  and  ministry  from  the  board  to  commis-  ^  ^ 

ministry  of  Godfrey  was  on  their  sion  President  James  H.  Smith.  n  ^ 

minds.  The  plaque’s  concluding  statement  ^guiano  of  San  Di^o,  who  d^lo^ 

,  Godfrey  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  were  reads,  “We  are  grateful  for  the  conp^ti^,  ^  Dennte 

found  dead  in  their  Memphis,  Tenn.,  richness  of  our  relationship  with  him  dwel^  ethnic  eSmzreBatiortt’ 
home  May  4.  Police  investigators  said  and  for  the  contribution  he  made  to  ngrega 

Mrs.  Godfrey  apparently  shot  her  hus-  the  cause  of  missions  as  a  represen-  MAYFIELD,  Ky.  (BP)  —  LaVerne 
band  and  then  took  her  own  life.  tative  of  the  Brotherhood  (^mnmission  Butler,  pasUM*  of  Ninth  and  0  Baptist 
IVustees  dedicated  a  portion  of  and  as  an  ambassador  for  (Tirist.’’  Church  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  been 

Brotherhood  trustees  also  voted  to  elected  inesident  of  Mid-Cmtinent  Bi- 


Thrae  writers  from  Mississippi  recently  attended  the  1980  Writers  Conference  at 
Wbman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC,  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  More  than  60  writers  from 
all  over  the  United  States  participated  in  workshops  which  gave  instruction  and 
preparation  for  writing  mat^als  for  the  1989-90  church  year.  Seated  left  to  right:  Betty 
Smith,  Jackson;  Pam  Ran^  Keith,  Oarksdaie;  and  Indy  Whitten,  native  of  Louisville, 
who  as  a  retired  missionary  Is  this  year  missionary  in  residence  at  the  Missionary 
Learning  Center,  Rockville,  Va. 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 
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jk  •  WALL  CROSSES 

BAPTISTRY  WATER  HEATERS 


bgHcoioniAi  coRtimPOiiMv  mo 

OISIGNS 
WITH  comrmv 
CUmfS  ARO  CifWS  iVliUOK 
WllITt  OR  CAU  TOR  COIOR 
liriRATURC  AflO  PROPOSALS 

TOii  mi 

^WflOO  241  3152 
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coiiECT 
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'PO  101910 
•OSWCLl  GA  3007/ 


establish  a  Norman  Godfrey 
T  Jlt*rv  Seminary  Apprentice  Scholarship 

.  .  .  Fund.  The  fund  is  to  p^de  seminary 

, _ .. _ , ,  ^  students  interested  in  Brotherhood 

®  careers  with  internship  placements  at 

and  took  issue  with  his  stand  on  abor-  commission.  lYustees  set  aside 

tion,  capital  punishment,  and  women  ii^ooq  for  the  memorial  and  establish- 
in  ministry.  procedures  fw  receiving  additional 

Baker’s  14-month  tenure  as  ex-  fun<1s- 
ecutive  director  has  been  marked  by  Tn  other  actions,  trustees  approved 
opposition  from  some  trustees.  The  ^  1988-1989  operating  budget  of 
controversy  peaked  last  September  $3439,800.  It  includes  projected  in- 
during  the  annual  trustee  meeting  come  of  $986,800  from  the  Southern 
when  Baker  survived  an  attempt  to  Baptist  Cooperative  Program  unified 
fire  him  on  a  15  to  15  vote.  and  $2.09  million  from  sales  of 


Ronny  Robinson,  pastor  of  Mt.  Terri  Higdon,  church  organist  at 
Moriah  Church,  Brookhaven,  has  First  Church,  Richland,  has  been 
been  selected  as  Outstanding  Bivoca-  chosen  as  Rankin  County  School 

/  ’  t*®**®!  I^tor  (rf  the  District  Tteacher  of  the  Year.  She  eam- 

Year  for  the  ed  her  bachelor’s  degree  in  elemen- 
eastern  half  of  the  tary  education  with  honors  from 
C3k  Southern  Baptist  Belhaven  (Allege  and  holds  a  master 

This  (rf  education  from  Mississippi  ffoUege 


^  i  Convention. 

“  given  by 

^  the  Home  Mission 

Board.  Individuals 
are  nominated  for 
the  award  with  the 
Robinson  decision  made  by 

the  directors  of  the  evangelisni 
department.  Robinson  will  be 
presented  this  award  during  the  Home 
Mission  Conference  at  Ridgecrest, 
N.C.;  Thursday  evening,  July  14. 
There  are  over  10,000  bivocational 
pastors  in  the  SBC  and  500  in 
Mississippi.  Mt.  Moriah  Church  has 
allowed  the  pastor  to  work  outside  the 
church  since  calling  him  12  years  ago 
Last  year  the  church  averaged  140  in 
Sunday  School. 


Pows,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle 

Church  Mdirtg  doors. 

_  ...  _  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624  9627 

Wb  iwmodBl  A  paint 


Letters  to  the  editor 


(continued  from  page  6)  natural,  not  supernatural,  events, 

bashing.”  The  first  speaker  stated  that  His  first  response  was  to  the  effect 
there  were  two  groups  of  Baptists  to-  that  everyone  believed  in 
day.  He  chose  to  call  them  “Real”  miracles  .  .  .  that  life  itself  was  a 
Baptists  and  “Irregular”  Baptists.  I  miracle.  When  the  question  was 
inferred  he  was  a  “Real”  Baptist.  repeated  since  his  response  did  not 
The  second  speaker  said  that  the  address  the  issue,  he  mumbled 
cause  of  the  present  controversy  was  something  about  “interpretation 
“power  and  politics,”  nothing  else.  I  played  a  part.” 
again  inferred  that  this  applied  to  con-  So  watch  out  if  you  attend  one  of 
servatives,  not  moderate-liberals.  these  “back  to  our  roots”  meetings. 

When  questions  were  called  for,  I  and  watch  out  about  those  questions 
asked  if  the  former  seminary  pro-  you  “were  always  afraid  to  ask!” 
fessor  had  ever  known  of  any  other 
professor  who  had  attempted  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  miracles  of  the  Bible  as 


Revival  dates 


Roy  V.  Sims 
Jackson 


PARENTS  AND  SUNDAY  SCHDOL  TEACHERSI 

How  long  will  your  children  use  the  Bible?  A  lifetime!  Help 
them  to  learn  the  books  of  the  Bible  with  The  Golden  Keys: 
Secret  Keys  to  Learning  the  Books  of  the  Bible.  $2  each. 
Send  no  money  now.  For  a  NO-RISK  10  days  trial  examination 
write:  Golden  l^ys,  R  O,  Box  629,  Monticello,  MS  39654  or  call 
601-886-7644.  After  10  days  send  $2.00  or  return  the  book  and 
owe  nothing.  Currently  sold  in  Jackson  book  stores. 


Senior  Adult  Corner 


Shiloh  (Winston):  June  5-8; 
Memorial  Day,  June  5;  Danny  Lanier, 
Little  Rock,  speaker;  Steve  Moore, 
pastor. 

Just  for 
the  Record 


We  accept 
trade-ins 


“Fishing  In  ths  Spring”  was  the  theme  for  the  Widows  and  Widowers  Banquet 
held  at  Phalli  Church,  Jefferson  Davis  Association,  April  29.  This  is  the  10th  year 
the  Sonshine  Sunday  School  Class  has  sponsored  the  banquet  (or  these  special 
people.  A  group  of  senior  adults  from  Prentiss  Church  presented  a  skit  entitled  "Suc¬ 
cessful  Operation”  followed  by  a  mini  corKert  by  Tom  and  Beverly  Merrier. 

Ptclured,  front  row,  left  to  right,  are  Jewel  Booth,  Lozelle  Parish,  Lucille  Parish, 

Lura  Lee  Parish,  Hazel  Speights  and  Kathleen  Polk.  Back  row,  left  to  right,  Liz  Walden. 

Susie  Butler,  Amanda  Hutto,  Nannie  Thompson,  Bobbie  Garner,  Helen  Parish,  Mabel  *  Alma  Lee  Havard  will  be  director  of 
McOueen,  Beulah  Butler,  Tommy  Burrow,  and  (Geraldine  Parish.  the  school. 


Large  selection  of  new  and  used  buses  in 
stock. 

Call  today!  ARKANSAS  BUS  EXCHANGE 

Toll  Free  R  O.  Box  9006  —  Pine  Bluff,  AR  71611 
1-800-851-5054  501-536-7795  (in  Ark.) 


Four  generation's  attend  Lebanon  celebration 

Mrs.  Ralph  (Cora  Joyce)  Davis,  retired  missionary  to  Ghana,  poses  with  her  daughter 
Mrs.  Richard  (Nan)  Davis,  her  granddaughter  Joy  Davis,  and  her  great-aunt,  Mrs. 
Irma  Slade,  at  the  Lebanon  Baptist  Association  Centennial  Celebration  which  was 
held  on  May  14,  at  Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Lebanon  Baptist  women 
see  centennial  telecast 

Baptist  Women  participated  ii^  the  Mrs.  Nina  Hinton  received  the  prize 
Lebanon  Association  Woman’s  Mis-  for  the  best  decorated  box.  Pink 
sionary  Union  Centennial  Celebration  lemonade  was  served  with  birthday 
on  May  14  at  'Ibmple  Church,  Hat-  cake.  Mrs.  Dorothy  Ware,  Mrs. 
tiesburg.  They  viewed  the  national  Carolyn  Howell,  and  Patsy  Howell, 
centennial  celebration  in  Richmond  representing  three  generations  of 
via  satellite  on  BTN.  their  family,  presented  songs  of 

Preceding  the  telecast,  the  women  yesteryear, 
looked  at  exhibits  and  displays  from  A  choral  reading  on  the  theme,  “A 
yesteryear.  An  antique  1929  Model  A  Century  to  Celebrate  —  A  Future  to 
car,  belonging  to  Buddy  Myrick,  was  Fulfill,”  was  presented  Mrs.  Wyona 
parked  outside.  Several  of  the  women  Cress  and  Mrs.  Yvonne  Wilson.  Mrs. 
wore  period  costumes.  Cora  Joyce  Davis,  retired  missionary 

The  women  brought  their  lunches  in  to  Africa,  gave  a  challenge  in  prayer, 
boxes  reminiscent  of  box  suppers.  “As  We  Enter  the  Second  Century.” 

Homecomings 


Mt.  Zion  (Lincoln):  June  5;  Sunday  West  Salem  (Greene):  June  S;  11:00 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  a.m.;  special  speaker.  Bill  Rale>'; 
lunch  to  follow  in  fellowship  hall;  lunch  followed  by  afternoon  singing 
memorial  service  and  business  with  special  guest.  Heaven’s  Echoes, 
meeting,  1:30  pm.;  Wayne  Kim¬ 
brough,  pastor.  Main  Street.  Goodman:  June 5;  ser¬ 

vices,  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.  and  wor- 
Linn,  Doddsviiie:  June  5;  all  day  ship  services,  11  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.; 
services  will  lunch  at  noon;  J.  I. 

Jacobs,  guest  speaker. 

East  Side  Church,  former  Second 
Church,  Beizoni:  June  5;  9  a.m., 
registraton;  10,  Sunday  School;  11, 
guest  speaker,  James  Burrell;  12,  din¬ 
ner  and  fellowship;  1:30,  guest 
speaker.  Tommy  Arrinder;  2,  sing¬ 
ing;  3,  guest  speaker,  Hal  Bates. 

Louis  Banner,  pastor 

Mliite  Bluff,  Foxworth:  June  5;  Sun- 
Woodhaven,  Ocean  Springs:  June  5;  day  School,  10  a.m.;  worship  11  a  m  . 
IVacy  W.  Martin,  pastor,  will  conduct  church-wide  meal  served  at  noon; 
morning  services,  followed  by  dinner  singing,  testimonies,  and  fellowship, 
in  the  activities  room;  special  music  f ’^O  pm.,  Marion  Graham,  pastor 


Chester,  (Choctaw):  memorial 
June  5;  11  a.m.,  speaker,  James 
Sanders;  Ken  Harrison,  pastor. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Religious  Liberty  Sunday  ( CAC  Emphasis)  Baptist  Record  Sun 
day  (BR  Emphasis) 


Staff  changes 


K ACTIST  HEt  t 


Robert  L.  (Bobb\  >  Smith  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  call  as  pastor  of  New  Zion 
Church.  Monticello 
He  has  served  as  pastor  of  Nola 
Church.  Lawrence  Association; 

Stronghope  CTiurch.  Wesson.  Park¬ 
way  Church,  Kosciusko:  and  New 
Hope  Church  in  Marion  County. 

Smith  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

His  wife  is  the  former  Nina  Nations 
of  Brookhaven,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Kristi 
Nance,  Todd  Smith,  and  Connie 
Smith. 

Barry  A.  Clingan  has  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  Lincoln  Road  Church. 

Hattiesburg,  to  accept  the  call  of  Church,  Prentiss,  and  most  recently 
associate  pastor  at  Hixson  Central  Plainview  Church.  Bogalusa,  La 
Church  in  Chattanooga,  Ttenn.  Bishop  is  married  to  the  former 

Lincoln  Road,  Hattiesburg,  has  call-  Deborah  Wade  of  Jones  (bounty.  They 
ed  Jeff  Herrington  as  minister  of  have  two  children.  Amy,  7,  and 
music  and  youth.  He  is  currently  a  Reuben,  3. 
junior  at  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  where  he  is  majoring  in 
the  area  (rf  church  music.  Herrington 
is  a  native  of  Sumrall. 


Ronald  K  Bishop  is  pastor  of  Saien: 
Church.  t’oUins  .A  native  oi  Jont*s 
County.  Bishop  was  licensed  and  or- 
dained  to  the 
ministry  by  the 
Fairfield  Church 
near  Moselle. 

I|  a  graduate  of 

"  Jones  Junior  Col- 

lege  and  William 
Carey  College,  and 
earned  the  master 
of  divinity  and  doc- 
Bishop  tor  of  theology 

degrees  from  New  Orleans  Seminary 
He  has  served  churches  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  and  Louisiana,  including  Dublin 


2S  •  or  47  - 

Passenger  buses 

BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb.  MS  601-684-2900 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 
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Retired  teacher 
establishes 
trust  fund 


CHURCH  PEWS,  INC. 
makers  of 
Fine  Quality,  Solid 
Wood  Furniture 

N  AL  -  1  tOO-IM  fS78 

0«t-ef  state  -  1-t00-5Z2-6014 


F.  Stanley  Fitzgerald  be^n  his 
teaching  career  in  1931  at  White  Oak 
High  School  in  Smith  C^ounty.  He  had 
graduated  from  Mississippi  State  Col¬ 
lege  and  this  was  his  first  position  as 
“agriculture  teacher.”  He  taught  in 
this  position,  1931-35.  Many  boys  that 
he  taught  are  still  living  in  and  around 
this  area. 

Some  time  before  his  wife’s  death  on 
Nov.  22, 1978,  Fitzgerald  and  his  wife 
made  some  plans.  Now  he  is  com¬ 
pleting  them. 

He  has  set  up  the  “Stanley  and  Er- 
va  Mae  Fitzgerald  Perpetual  Trust 
Fund”  for  the  White  Oak  Baptist 
Church. 

This  was  done  in  recognition  and 
appreciation  of  the  love,  care,  and 
friendship  shown  them  during  the  four 
years  that  they  lived  and  worked 
among  the  people  at  White  Oak  ac¬ 
cording  to  Fitzgerald. 


Confutad  About  Lifo  Inauranco? 
Why  not  buy  tho  most  III*  Insuranco 
lor  tho  loaot  amount  of  monay? 
Example;  Male,  60,  non-emoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Maheffey 
9:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.-FrI. 
Toll  Free  1-600-367-6402 


James  C.  Edwards,  pastor.  White  Oak 
Church,  receives  check  from  Stanley  Fitz¬ 
gerald  establishing  the  trust  fund. 

New  Orleans 
plans  luncheon 


Pianos  at  A 
Warahousa 
pricaa 

Exclusive  dealers  lor  * 
Steinway  -  Kawai  -  Wuhiltzar 
Weber  -  Kimball 
Financing  AvaHabte 
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NEW  ORLEANS  -  New  Orleans 
Seminary  will  hold  its  annual  alumni 
luncheon  at  12:45  p.m.  Wednesday, 

June  15, 1968  at  the  Marriott  Hotel,  711 
East  Riverwalk,  San  Antonio.  Texas, 
during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 

The  luncheon  will  feature  the 
celebration  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary’s  “Victory  Year”  as  the  se¬ 
cond  largest  seminary  in  the  world 
(total,  non-duplicated  head  count 
enrollment),  and  the  recognition  of 
two  distinguished  alumni. 

Cost  will  be  612  per  person  in  ad¬ 
vance,  and  $15  the  week  of  the  conven-  Clarke  County  Baptist  Association 
tion.  Send  ticket  requests  and  pay-  approved  a  recommendation  to  “re- 
ment  to  the  Alumni  Office,  New  quest  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven- 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological  bon  to  take  all  necessary  action  to 
Seminary,  3939  Gentilly  Blvd.,  New  restore  the  Convention's  Ad- 
Orleans.  La.,  70126  ministrative  funding  of  Clarke  C^l- 

^  ^  lege,  Newton.  Mississippi,  to  the 

Graduation  exercises  pre-l9e3  level,  thereby  enabling  the 
111  .  1  11  (tollege  adequately  to  maintain  its 

nelCl  at  Vilarke  ijOlIege  distinctive  character  and  fulfill  its 

Graduation  exercises  were  held  at  QU^I'l^bve  educational  ministr>'  to 
Lott  Fine  Arts  Buildinc  auditorium  on  Baptist  young  people 


Piano  Company 

226  Hwy  51  N  Tim  Kaily.  Manager 
Ridgaland  856-2524 


Clarke  County 
passes  motion 
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Gas  Company 
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Living  in  God’s  will  —  imperative  for  believers 

_ _ _ _ _  _  «M_  _  _ _ 1  J  J  amA  ' 


By  M.  Dean  Register 

The  esteemed  Baptist  preacher,  George  W. 
Truett,  frequently  reminded  people  that  “the 
will  of  God  is  not  always  easy,  but  it  is  always 
right.’’  Jim  Elliot,  the  belov¬ 
ed  young  missionary  to  the 
Aucas  who  was  speared  to 
death,  once  wrote  in  his 
joMrnal,  “the  will  of  God  is 
aKvays  a  bigger  thing  than 
ybu  bargain  for.”  Three 
beautiful  truths  emerge 
from  the  life  and  testimony 
•  of  these  men:  (1)  God’s  will 
Register  jg  sometimes  difficult,  (2) 
his  will  is  larger  than  we  think,  (3)  his  will  is 
always  right  and  perfect  for  us. 

Their  experience  points  to  the  biblical 
records  in  Romans  12:1-13  where  Paul  appeals 
to  us  to  conduct  our  lives  in  a  way  that  is  pleas¬ 
ing  to  God.  Living  according  to  God^  will  is  im¬ 
perative  rather  than  optional  for  believers 
because  when  we  fail  to  live  according  to  God’s 
will,  we  sin. 

Obedience  to  God’s  will  involves  a  sacrifice 
Paul  calls  for  Christians  to  present  their 
“bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy^  acceptable  un- 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

to  God’’  (Rom..  12:1b).  The  language  is  clear 
and  strong.  The  term  “body”  refers  to  the  whole 
self  and  this  self-sacrifice  is  characterized  by 
activity  (living),  consecration  (holy),  and  ap¬ 
proval  before  (acceptable). 

Paul  must  have  presupposed  that  we  would 
ask  how  such  self-sacrifice  is  to  be  achieved, 
so  in  Romans  12:2  he  explains  how  we  go  about 
proving  God’s  will:  “be  not  conformed  to  this 
world,  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing 
of  your  mind.”  No  one  will  ever  know  the  will 
of  God  for  his  or  her  life  apart  from  an  unre¬ 
lenting  desire  to  live  within  God’s  will.  (Allege 
students  often  ask,  “How  can  I  know  God’s  will 
for  my  life?  If  I  knew  it,  I  would  live  it.” 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this:  live  God’s  will 
first  and  he  will  show  you  the  details  later.  If 
you  wait  to  live  his  will  until  you  know  every 
detail  about  it  you  are  not  walking  in  the  light 
you  already  have 

Obedience  preceeds  understanding.  The 
Greek  work  for  “transformed”  is  metamor- 
phousthe,  which  expresses  the  idea  of  a 
metamorphosis  —  a  change  of  mind  and  body 


m  surrender  to  God’s  purpose.  The  world 
teaches  us  a  set  of  values  and  a  way  of  reason¬ 
ing  that  does  not  equate  with  the  foolishness  of 
the  cross.  But  God’s  way  is  different.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  to  know  and  live  God’s  will  while  re- 
itiaining  coWormed  to  the  world’s  agenda 

While  urging  (Christians  to  pursue  (kid’s  will. 
Paul  reminds  them  of  the  qualities  of  character 
that  accompany  people  who  live  for  (kid. 
Romans  12:3  underscwes  “humility.”  Believers 
should  never  display  a  haughty  attitude.  Those 
whose  lives  have  been  presented  sacrificially 
for  Christ  do  not  boast  of  their  spirituality,  abili¬ 
ty,  or  prestige.  TTiey  boast  only  about  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  Jesus  regarding  their  own  unworthiness 

Romans  12 : 5  stresses  the  importance  of  “uni¬ 
ty”  because  we  are  members  “one  of  another.” 
Ibamwork  is  essential  among  Christians.  I 
should  rejoice  over  God’s  work  in  you  and  you 
should  do  the  same  for  me.  Obviously,  we  are 
not  all  alike  We  have  different  personalities  and 
gifts. 

Romans  12:6-8  points  out  the  imptatance  of 
unity  even  in  the  midst  of  a  diversity  of  gifts: 
prophecy,  teaching,  exhortation,  giving,  leader¬ 
ship,  and  mercy.  I^ul’s  list  is  not  exhaustive, 
but  representative  of  the  truth  that  whatever 


(kid  intends  for  us  through  the  gifts  he  has  given 
us  should  be  used  for  his  glory  and  our  edifica¬ 
tion.  Romans  12:9-13  illustrates  the  practical 
imperative  of  the  will  of  (kid.  Notice  that  “love” 
leads  the  list:  “Let  love  be  without  dissimula¬ 
tion”  (Rom.  12:9).  The  word  dissimulation 
means  hypocrisy  or  pretention.  Love  is  the 
distinguishing  mark  of  a  person  in  the  center 
of  God’s  will.  Pure  love  will  manifest  itself  in 
zealous  service. 

The  command,  “not  slothful  in  business,”  can 
be  translated  “not  lagging  in  zeal’*  and  reminds 
us  to  be  zealous  in  obedience  to  (kid%  will. 
Tribulation  may  be  involved  when  we  live  for 
Christ.  In  order  to  triumph  over  our  troubles 
we  must  maintain  a  strong  prayer  life  because 
communication  with  (kid  enables  us  to  know 
him  and  to  comprehend  his  desire  for  our  dai¬ 
ly  lives. 

Regarding  God’s  will,  it  is  helpful  fin*  me  to 
remember  that  if  my  request  is  wrong,  Qbd  will 
say  “na”  If  the  timing  is  wrong,  God  will  say 
“slow.”  If  my  intention  is  wrong,  (kid  will  say 
“grow.”  But  at  all  times  (kid  says  “go”  to  that 
which  is  true  to  his  word  and  honorable  to  his 
cause. 

M.  Dean  Register  is  pastor.  First,  Gulfport. 


Jesus  responds  to  (ioubt,  rebukes  cities  for  rejection 


By  Gayle  Alexander 
Matthew  11:2-30 

The  ministry  of  Christ  precipitated  various 
responses  from  caution,  to  violence,  to  rejec¬ 
tion,  and  to  trust.  There  is  some  question  as  to 
John’s  dilemma  over  the 
identity  of  Jesus.  “Art  thou 
he  that  should  come,  or  do 
we  look  for  another?”  The 
situation  is  best  understood 
as  a  growing  doubt  on  John’s 
part.  He  had  begun  with  the 
faith  that  Jesus  was  the 
messiah  but  the  approach 
Jesus  made  to  that  role 
Alexander  created  many  questions  in 
John’s  mind.  Remember,  John  saw  the  mes¬ 
sianic  kingdom  in  terms  of  judgment. 

The  word  for  “another”  means  another  of  a 
different  kind.  John  expected  a  messiah  dif¬ 
ferent  than  Jesus  presented  himself.  John 
wanted  a  take-charge  messiah  to  set  all  mat¬ 
ters  straight.  Surely  a  messiah  would  free  him 
from  prison.  Jesus  was  assuming  too  humble 
a  role.  Jesus’s  answer  to  John  was  to  be  found 
in  the  same  deeds  which  John  would  recognize 
as  messianic  credentials.  Jesus’s  ministry  was 
to  heal,  cleanse,  restore,  free,  and  empower  all 


BIBLE  BOOK 

who  would  receive  him.  Jesus  declared  bless¬ 
ed  those  who  did  not  stumble  over  his  suffer¬ 
ing  servant  role  ministry.  Later,  Jesus  defend¬ 
ed  John  against  any  suspicion  that  he  was  weak 
or  vacillating  because  he  questioned  the  iden¬ 
tity  of  (Jhrist. 

Jesus  in  his  acknowledgement  of  John  (7-15) 
exposed  John’s  limitations,  but  also,  he  com¬ 
mended  him  with  a  high  tribute.  John  was  the 
dividing  line  between  the  old  and  the  new  age. 
He  was  a  prophet,  and  more.  He  was  the 
messenger  announced  by  Malachi  to  prepare 
the  way  for  the  Lord.  He  was  at  the  end  ^  a  long 
line  of  prophets  but  belonged  to  the  age  of  pro¬ 
mise,  not  the  age  of  fulfillment.  However,  for 
all  of  his  greatness,  the  least  in  the  kingdom 
was  greater  than  he  because  Jesus  brought  in 
the  new  age  of  the  kingdom  through  his  death 
and  resurrection,  but  those  events  were  beyond 
the  life  span  of  John. 

Men  taking  the  kingdom  by  violence  (12-15) 
should  be  understood  in  the  sense  that  the 
response  to  the  coming  kingdom  had  been  a 
violent  one,  either  by  vicious  opponents  seek¬ 
ing  to  destroy  it,  or  enthusiastic  supporters, 
such  as  the  zealots,  seeking  to  make  it  serve 


their  purposes.  The  latter  were  seeking  to  make 
the  messianic  kingdom  a  political  one.  They 
even  sought  through  armed  revolt  to  precipitate 
the  messianic  kingdom.  This  gives  reason  why 
the  Jews  also  had  difficulty  with  Jesus’s  iden¬ 
tification  of  Elijah  with  John,  a  man  who  was 
in  prison. 

The  people  rejected  both  Jesus  and  John 
(11-16).  Disagreeable  and  fault  fmding  children 
were  typical  analogies  of  the  generation  of 
Jesus’s  ^y.  They  were  like  children  who  could 
not  decide  what  games  to  play,  whether  wed¬ 
ding  (piped,  danced),  or  funerals  (mourned, 
lamented).  The  application  was  apparent.  ITiey 
accused  John  of  being  too  stem  and  ascetic  in 
his  religious  faith  (funeral).  They  charged 
Jesus  with  being  a  glutton  and  a  \vine  bibber 
(wedding)  because  he  was  so  social  in  receiv¬ 
ing  and  eating  with  all  people,  including 
publicans  and  sinners. 

Jesus  rebuked  certain  cities  for  their  willful 
rejection  of  him  (20-24).  The  greater  one's 
privilege,  the  greater  is  one’s  judgment. 
Chorazin,  Bethsaida,  and  (Capernaum,  all  in  the 
same  vicinity,  where  so  many  mighty  works 
were  done,  were  condemned  because  they  did 
not  repent.  Tyre  and  Sidon,  Gentile  cities,  and 
Sodom,  proverbial  for  its  wickedness,  would 


have  repented  had  they  witnessed  the  miracles 
of  (Christ.  Hence,  the  latter  three  cities  con¬ 
demned  the  former  three  for  their  lack  of 
repentance. 

Jesus  gave  thanks  for  his  Father’s  plan 
(25-27).  Jesus  claimed  an  authority  above  all 
other  persons  in  giving  to  men  the  revelation 
of  (kxl.  The  knowledge  of  God  is  not  an  achieve¬ 
ment  of  the  wise  but  is  God’s  gift  to  babes,  or 
those  who  recognize  their  spiritual  helplessness 
and  out  of  humanity  are  receptive  to  (Jhrist. 
God  comes  to  man.  (kxl  reveals  himself  to  man. 
Men  do  not  discover  God.  There  is  no  knowing 
(kxl  without  having  the  Son. 

A  beautiful  invitation  to  know  Gkxi  in  a  deeper 
way  is  given  to  ail  who  labor  and  are  heavy 
laden.  This  invitation  was  based  in  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  Jesus.  Jesus  promised  to  refresh  us  and 
give  us  rest.  This  is  the  rest  not  from  the  trials 
of  life  but  in  the  midst  of  them.  Jesus  offers  a 
yoke  (Jewish  metaphor  for  discipline  and 
discipleship),  as  well  as  he  offers  rest.  Salva¬ 
tion  is  a  gift  but  it  has  great  demands.  However, 
his  yoke  is  kind  and  good  because  it  is  well- 
fitted.  His  burden  is  light  because  it  is  not 
burdensome.  A  yoke  is  made  for  two.  Jesus  is 
in  it  with  us. 

Gayle  Alexander  is  pastor.  First,  Tupelo. 


heritage:  Moses’  birth  and  childhood 


Building  on 

By  Jimmy  G.  McGee 
Exodus  1:1-2:10 

The  man  Mdses  is  significant  in  the  story  of 
(kxl’s  redemption  of  mankind.  He  stands  out  as 
the  foremost  njian  of  the  pre-fTiristian  world. 

In  his  life  the  providence  of 
God  is  beautifully  drawn. 

As  with  everyb^y,  Moses 
has  a  background,  a 
heritage.  No  person  is  an 
island  in  himself.  Each  has 
a  connection  in  the  past  and 
is  a  link  to  the  future  This  is 
well  illustrated  through  the 
circumstances  leading  to 
McGee  and  entering  around  the 
birth  and  nurture  of  Moses.  The  (kid  of 
Abraham  keeps  his  promise. 

The  sons  of  Jacob  moved  into  Egypt  in  a  time 
of  famine.  In  all  they  numbered  70  men  besides 
their  wives  and  children  (Gen.  46:26-27;  Deut. 
10:22).  God  blessed 'them.  “The  children  of 
Israel  were  fruitful,  and  increased  abundant¬ 
ly,  and  multiplied,  and  waxed  exceedingly 
mighty,  and  the  land  was  filled  with  them” 
(Ex.  1:7).  From  the  time  of  entering  Egypt  to 
the  exodus  was  430  years  (Ex.  12:40).  At  the 
time  of  the  exodus,  80  years  after  the  birth  of 
Moses,  the  children  of  Israel  numbered  600,000 
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men  besides  women  and  children  (Ex.  12:37). 
Significant  growth! 

The  new  king  over  E)gypt  either  did  not  know 
or  did  not  appreciate  the  administration  of 
Joseph.  He  saw  the  strength  of  the  children  of 
Israel  as  a  threat,  and  he  determined  to  con¬ 
tain  and  control  them.  Taskmasters  were  set 
over  them  to  afflict  them  with  burdensome 
tasks.  He  made  their  lives  difficult.  As  slaves 
they  worked  with  mortar  and  bricks  and  built 
the  cities  of  Pithran  and  Raamses.  They  labored 
in  the  fields.  They  became  hard,  stronger,  and 
mighty  because  of  it. 

Pharaoh  now  instructed  the  Hebrew  mid- 
wives  to  kill  the  boy  babies  at  birth.  But  the 
midwives  feared  the  Lord  (kxl  more  than  they 
feared  the  king,  (kid  blessed  the  midwives  and 
(he  people,  (kxl  still  honors  those  who  risk 
faithfulness  to  his  Word  in  the  face  of  physical 
danger.  Practical  (safe)  faith  (real  faith  in  God) 
always  chooses  (kid’s  truth  over  the  way  of 
human  expediency.  ‘There  is  a  way  that  seems 
right  to  a  man,  but  its  end  is  the  way  of  death” 
(Proverbs  16:25). 

More  desperate  than  ever.  Pharaoh  enlisted 


all  Egyptians  to  assist  him  in  controlling 
Israel’s  growth.  He  commanded  the  Egyptians 
to  drown  all  Hebrew  boys  in  the  Nile  River.  For 
the  sake  of  pagan  Egypt,  the  murder  of  Hebrew 
children  was  legaliz^.  For  the  sake  of  en¬ 
vironmental  protection  in  some  Mississippi 
counties,  a  bounty  is  paid  on  the  pelts  of 
beavers.  In  CTiristian  America  today,  abortion 
—  the  murder  of  unborn  children  —  is  condon¬ 
ed  as  a  means  of  birth  control. 

The  narrative  of  chapter  2  is  interesting.  “A 
man”  took  “a  wife,”  both  of  the  tribe  of  Levi, 
and  “bore  a  son.”  No  names  are  given.  The  em¬ 
phasis  is  on  (kxl'^  providence  and  purposed  vic¬ 
tory  more  than  on  the  significance  of  the  human 
who  Only  when  the  “son”  is  “weaned”  at  an  age 
of  2-5  years,  we  learn  his  name  is  Moses.  Still 
later  (Ex.  6:20)  we  learn  his  parents  are 
Amram  and  Jochebed  and  his  older  brother  is 
Aaron.  His  watchful  sister  is  Miriam  (Ex. 
15:20). 

For  three  months  Jochebed  nursed  her  infant 
son  in  hiding.  When  it  was  certain  she  could  no 
longer  secure  his  life,  she  gave  him  up  to  the 
Lord  (kxl.  With  careful  planning,  she  secured 
the  child  in  a  homemade  ark,  a  waterproof  reed 
basket,  and  placed  it  knowingly  in  the  reeds  at 
the  rivers  edge.  She  positioned  his  sister. 


Miriam,  strategically  in  the  shadows.  The  risk 
of  practical  faith  in  God’s  promise  is  engaged! 

Mark  it  down  as  God’s  providence,  not  coin¬ 
cidence  Pharaoh’s  daughter  rescued  the  basket 
and  its  precious  treasure.  She  is  moved  with 
compassion  and,  unsympathetic  with  her 
father’s  decree,  claims  the  boy  for  her  own. 
Miriam  at  once  offers  to  find  a  suitable 
nursemaid  for  him.  Jochebed,  his  own  mother, 
is  engaged.  God  can  do  all  things.  In  the  course 
of  human  affairs  he  uses  willing  and  sensitive- 
to-his-will  believers  in  fulfilling  his  purpose. 

“And  the  child  grew,  and  she  brought  him  to 
Pharaoh’s  daughter,  and  he  became  her  son.  So 
she  called  his  name  Moses”  (Ex  2:10). 

Jochebed  may  be  the  first  mother  on  record 
to  give  her  child  up  for  adoption.  But  only  after 
she  has  given  him  to  the  Lord  God  and  after  she 
has  nurtured  him  in  love  and  faith.  TTie  impres¬ 
sion  of  these  first  five  years  lasts  a  lifetime. 

Pharaoh’s  daughter  is  thought  by  many  to 
have  become  ()ueen  Hatsheput  of  Egypt.  If  so, 
Moses  might  have  become  king  of  the  proudest 
throne  on  earth.  TTie  impressions  of  his  earliest 
days  are  secured  by  the  blessing  of  God.  He  had 
the  finest  education  and  culture  Egypt  offered. 
It  did  not  turn  his  head  nor  cause  him  to  lose 
his  simple  chidlike  faith. 

Jimmy  G.  McGee  is  pastor.  First,  Grenada. 
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Mr.  E.  W.  .Adair 
Hopewell  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  H.  Truitt  Addkisan 
Mr  ft  Mrs  beon  McWilliams 
Mr  ft  Mrs  H.  H  Bowie 
Mr.  Ralph  .Alesander 
Roseland  Park  Baptist 
Church.  Picayune 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  furthier  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Cecil  Ranager  Mrs.  Della  Vaa  Slyke 

■  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Philip  Thw  ft  Tbmmie  Jean  Wallace  ft 

Kenny  Family 

Forrest  Ray  Chester  Smith 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Frank  Crosthwait  Mr  ft  Mrs.  b.  C.  Rhoden 
Jr  Mr.  M.  A.  (Mack)  Smith 

Mrs.  Donald  E.  Perkins 
Mrs.  EUtelle  C.  Cooper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  H.  C.  Smith 
Mr  ft  Mrs  C.  T  Springer 
Mrs.  W.  H.  (Bessie  Rae)  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  b.  Wooley 
Officers  ft  Directors, 
Trustmark 
Mrs.  Elmer  SmHk 
Friends  at  Forest  Baptist 
Church 

Mrs.  Jarskia  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Crawford  Bell 
Mrs.  Sarah  SmHk 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  M.  Phillips 
Ms.  Betty  Rae  Sellers 
Ms.  Sherri  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Odie  Smith 
Mrs.  WilUam  G.  Somerville.  Jr. 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Ibm  Rice 
Mrs.  Vlolel  Sprayherry 
Ann  Judson  Circle,  luka  BC 
Frank  Elizabeth  Drake 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Russell  Gregg 
John  Spradlin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cecil  Clark 
Mr  Hugh  W  Ivy 
Charlie  ft  Polly  Morrow 
Mrs.  Paul  Spriakle 
Wilburn  ft  Warrene  White 
Mr  James  W.  Spruill 
Trustmark  National 
Bank-Office 


(To  be  continued) 


March  10,  1908 
April  12,  1988 
MEMORIALS 

Mr.  Frank  a  Onkes  Ashley  R.  id 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Artis  Fulton  Mr  ft  Mtf  G.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  S.  O.  Kuykendall  Mrs.  .Addle  Reid 
Mr.  Linton  F.  Oakmnn  Mrs.  ’ftniiie  Glee  Jones 

Mrs.  W.  H  Graves  Mr.  Floyd  Rey  nolds 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dorsey  Ray  Dr,  ft  Mrs.  R.  H.  F.  Lynch 

Mrs.  Gladys  Gist  Mr.  W.  E.  Rhodes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pooey  Brown  Mr  ft  Mrs  Van  Davis 
Idr.  ft  Mrs.  Powell  E.  PDe  Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Richardson 

boretts  Sue  Ogg  Ms.  Gladys  D.  Bingham 

Mrs.  Hilda  R.  McEwen  Eunice  Sunday  School.  Ysle 

Mrs.  Bessie  Oswah  Street  BC,  (Cleveland 

Dekie  Vanlandingham  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  Palmertree 

Ms.  Dorris  Morgan  Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 

Mr.  W.  K.  Pace  Marshall  Riddick 

Paul  ft  Hazel  Case  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dorsey  Ray 

Mr.  Bobby  Parkersou  Ihmmy  Riley 

Ruth  siuiday  School  Class,  Mr.  Joseph  E  Kan- 
Second  BC,  Greenville  Mrs.  bacUle  Robbs 
Mr.  Roscoe  Parkerson  Fidelis  Sunday  School  Class. 

Ruth  Sunday  School  Class,  FBC,  beland 

Second  BC,  Greenville  Mr.  Robert  J.  Ihrry 
Eariene  Peden  Mrs.  Mary  Thornhill  Robertson 

Mrs.  Adelle  M.  Cruse  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  H.  Austin 

Mr.  Ryan  Heath  Pemeil  Mrs.  Rath  C.  Rabertson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carl  M.  Kelly  Mrs.  Myron  S.  Squires 
Barney  T.  PhiUey  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dorsey  Ray  Mr.  J.  W.  Rochelle 
Marvia  F.  Phillips  Ruth  Sunday  School  Class, 

Ms.  Betty  Rae  Sellers  Second  BC,  Greenville 

Ihmera  Fae  Pigatt  T.  Deane  Rodgers 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dolan  Fleming  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ellis  Blount  ft 
Edward  Pittman  Cameron 

Mrs.  Nannie  Whitten  Mr.  ft  Mrs  James  P.  Knight 

Mn.  Frances  Pittman  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Don  Drake  Mr.  bouis  Staggs 

Mrs.  Addie  Mae  Harvison  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Norman  R  Reed  Ruth  Bible  Class.  Newhebron 
Mr.  Paul  Porter  Dr.  Sarah  Rouse  BC 

Bro.  Jerry,  Jackie  ft  Jamie  Mr  ft  Mn.  Kenneth  W  Mr.  Hudson  SUmps 

Jackson  Statham  Ms  Ota  N.  Assaf  t 

Vernon  Posi  Mn.  Jessie  Royals  Mn.  Fern  M  Lyter 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Johnnie  b.  Poss  Mn.  Hortense  Inmon  Bums  Mn.  Paul  (Tammy)  Stegall 

&  Robert  (Bob)  Bums  Mrs  Thresa  Manning 

Dr.  M.  M.  Powell.  Jr.  Paal  Salley  Mr  ft  Mn  Shelly  Stegall 

Mrs  Claire  B.  Gibson  Mrs.  Susie  G  Sims  Mn  Mae  B.  Stegall 

Mrs.  Robert  R.  Embrey  Jc  Mrs  Theo  Duboise  Mr  ft  Mn  Deryll  Stegall 

Allen  L  PoweU  Jr.  Mr  ft  Mn  Jimmy  R  Joyce  Stegengi 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  George  A  MiUm  WiUiams  Mr  ft  Mn  Herman  Boroughi 

Mr.  W.  N.  (Pat)  Powell  Mr.  Harold  SiodMer  Judge  J.  C.  Stenaett 

Mrs  Betty  b  Hall  Mn.  Fannie  Peeples  Judge  ft  Mn  James  Bamrtt 

Bob  ft  June  Stephenson  Mr.  T.  A.  Sandifer  Mr  ft  Mn  Joe  Bob  Davis 

Mr  ft  Mn  William  R  Mr  ft  Mrs  Patrick  A.  Jan  S  DeLashmet 

SUnley  .AUxwell  Nancy  S.  Love 

Dorcas  Class,  Clear  Creek  Mr.  Leray  Sauk  Mr.  ft  Mrs  William  L. 

BC.  Shubuta  Mr.  ft  Mn  Jesse  b  Howell  Eubank  Jr 


HONORS 


Mn.  William  F.  (Jeaa) 
Thompson 

Charlotte  ft  Gerry  Broome 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Benton  C.  Strain 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Billy  F  Ferrell 
Mn.  Ray  (Frances)  Tillman 
Mn  Mary  M.  Eubanks 
Miss  Grissie  Magee 
Mrs.  Edna  Corley 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Herman  M. 
Mason 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  H  b.  Stewart 


Rev.  ft  Mn.  Detrov  Bohill 
Mn.  Charles  W.  Johnson 
.Mn.  Raby  Boggan 
Billy,  Laura,  Ann  ft  Barry 
Tyson 

Mn.  Beulah  Duke 
Ruth  Sunday  Scluml  Class, 
FBC.  'Rjpelo 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  MUtoo  T.  Evans 
Mr  ft  Mn.  A.  W  Lang  Jr. 
Mn.  J.  H.  (Mamae)  Flake 
Mn  Glenda  Freeman 
Mn.  Ruth  GuUege 
Faith  Sunday  School  Class. 
FBC,  Grenada 
Joe,  Boh,  Sam,  Mac  ft  Jane 
Howard 

.  Mn  Fbm  M  lyter 
Mn.  Ora  Mae  McAlpIn 
Ruth  Bible  Class.  FBC 
Magee 

Ms.  I>anna  Shelton 
Mn  James  B.  Stewart 
Mn.  Etele  D.  Stewart 
Mn  James  R  Stewart 


Mr.  Beverly  P.  Trigg 
Bob  ft  June  Stephenson 
WUUam  H.  Trimble 
Mamie  Andrews 
Ruth  Sullivan 
Brenda  Weeks 
Harriett  'niraer 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Travis  Johnson 
Mn.  Ana  Twitty 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Rodney  Bevill 
Cetnl  ft  Carolyn  Hill 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Bobby  May 
Mn.  Beverly  Carlyle 


Or.  Bill  R.  Scarbrough 
Dr.  ft  Mn.  James  D  Price 
Cecil  Shadrach 
Mr  ft  Mn  W  T  BreUnd 
Mn.  Annie  lou  Sharp 
Mn  beslie  S.  TUmer 
Mn.  Dorothy  Locke  Sharp 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Norris  Wray 
Mr  ft  Mn  Jack  K.  Wood 
Mrs.  Lucltr  Sharp 
.  Mn.  Hilma  Howell 
Frank  SkawMooky 
Ruth  Sunday  SS  Q,  FBC. 
beland 

John  Ihimadge  Shelton 
Mn.  B^l  R  Harper 
Miss  Dsr^y  Simmons 
Mn.  Lester  Rodgen 
Mr.  "Jap"  Simpson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ihm  Rke 
PMHpStmpouu 
Mole  Simpson 
James,  Phyllis  ft  Phil 
Staiunerlin 
Boh  Singtetau 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Dancy  Ray 
Mn.  Jeaaette  Slay 
Mn.  James  Andint 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Crasrford  Beil 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Mathis  Holt 
Hopewell  Baptist  Church, 
Crystal  Springs 


A  tribute  to  childcare  workers 


On  Monday  April  25,  1988  the  Staff  Directors  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  prepared  lunch  at  the  pavilion  on  The  India 
Nunnery  Campus  tor  Childcare  Workers  (often  called  Houseparents).  Some  of  the  dedicated  individuals  are  pictured  enjoying 
the  catfish  and  trimmings.  The  festive  occasion  was  so  appreciMed  by  Childcare  Workers  that  Staff  Directors  agreed  to  repeat 
the  exercise  of  gratitude  tor  those  who  work  so  directly  with  children.  If  you  would  be  interested  in  an  opportunity  to  serve  Christ 
through  a  ministry  to  chiWren  as  a  Childcare  Worker  please  call,  write  or  come  to  see  us. 

The  Baptist  Childrens  Village 
Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
P.  O.  Box  11308 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39213-0308  Licensed  by 

♦  The  State  of 

Missisftippi 


Accredited  by 
National  Association 
of  Homes  for  Children 
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Leprosy  clinic  closes 


in  Thailand 


By  Maxine  Stewart 

The  Thailand  Baptist  Mission  on 
March  1  closed  the  Baptist  Leprosy 
Clinic  in  Cholburi,  Thailand.  The  Mis¬ 
sion  began  medical  work  in  Thailand 
in  1959  when  it  assumed  responsibili¬ 
ty  for  leprosy  work  begun  in  Cholburi 
three  years  earlier  by  an  independent 
American  doctor.  Paramedical 
layman  Moh  Cin  Chaocharunrat,  who 
responded  to  a  call  from  the  Lord  to 
the  leprosy  ministry,  has  remained 
faithful  to  his  calling  since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  program. 

Due  to  the  medical  personnel  short¬ 
age  at  the  Ban^cla  Chiistian  Hospital, 
the  leprosy  clinic  has  been  closed. 
Plans  are  for  designated  .mobile 
clinics  at  houses,  villages,  shops  or 
wherever  the  people  can  go  to  get  the 
medicine.  This  will  give  continuing 
care  for  the  approximately  300  Ic^vpsy 
patients  still  being  seen  at  the  clinic, 
and  continuing  evangelistic  outreach 
to  them.  '  •  ■ 

The  patient  load  at  the  leprosy 
clinic  has  been  greatly  reduced  over 
the  years.  More  than  1,000  lepers  were 
being  treated  in  November  .1959.  By 
mid-year  1962,  there  were  more  than- 
2,000  lepers  on  the  patient  roll;  Not  on¬ 
ly  were  they  treat^  for  their  illness, 
they  also  had  an  opportunity  to  hear 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  By 
mid-year  1962,  twenty-one  people  had 
made  profession  of  their  faith  in 
Christ.  This  resulted  in  baptisms  in¬ 
to  the  Cholburi  Baptist  Church.  Con¬ 
tacts  in  villages  and  towns  have  been 
maintained  with  several  hundred  over 
the  years  through  the  distribution  of 
the  medicine  and  the  gospel  message. 

The  leprosy  rate  in  Thailand  has 
fallen  from  5  in  1,000  in  1953  to  0.8  in 
1,000  as  of  October  1967.  The  disease 
can  now  be  ctired. 

Maxine  Stewart  is  missionary  press 
representative  in  Thailand. 


Missionary  Bob  Stewart  (tall  center)  on  a  medical  clinic  where  many  of  the  people 
received  leprosy  medicine.  (Photo  by  Maxine  Stewart) 


Women  attend  a  “Leprosy  Retreat"  art  the  Leprosy  Rehabilitation  Center  at  Bangkia 
Christian  Hospital  in  Bangkia,  Thailand.  Even  though  they  are  scarred  by  years  of 
leprosy,  many  of  them  have  something  to  smile  about  since  they  have  come  to  know 
the ^^XKd.  Note  the  long  ears  of  the  women  on  the  left,  second  row,  one  of  the  effects 
of  leprosy.  It  is  not  difficult  to  tell  which  ones  are  the  Christians.  Yss,  the  smiling  faces 
reveal  it. 

(Photo  by  Bob  Stewart  —  Director  of  the  Leprosy  Retreat) 


Florida  exec  announces  retirement  plans 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  (BP)  —  In  a«ur- 
prise  announcement  May  20,  Dan  C. 
Stringer,  executive  director-treasurer 
of  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention,  an¬ 
nounced  he  will  retire  Dec.  31. 

In  making  the  announcement  to  the 
State  Board  of  Missions,  the  60-year- 
old  Stringer  cited  his  desire  for  a  new 
challenge  and  to  spend  more  time 
with  his  family  as  the  main  reasons 
for  requesting  the  early  retirement. 

In  a  prepared  statement  read  to  the 
State  Boaid  of  Missions  at  the  start  of 
its  quarterly  meeting,  in  Lakeland. 
Stringer  said,  "Florida  Baptists  have 


been  gracious  in  every  respect  and 
have  responded  in  magnificent 
fashion  to  my  leadership.” 

“My  leadership  style  is  one  that  re¬ 
quires  some  frequency  in  new  and 
completely  different  challenges  in 
ministry.  I  feel  it  is  time  for  a  different 
direction  for  me  and  for  Florida  Bap¬ 
tists." 

.Voting  there  are  two  vacancies  in 
the  current  administrative  staff  and 
several  other  staff  retirements  are 
planned  in  the  next  three  years. 
Stringer  said.  “This  would  give  my 


successor  the  privilege  of  filling 
significant  staff  positions  early  in  his 
leadership.” 

Family  concerns  cited  by  Stringer 
relate  to  his  two  grown  children  and 
two  grandchildren  who  live  in  Arizona 
and  California.  He  said  he  and  his 
wife.  Harriett,  plan  to  move  to  the 
Scottsdale  or  Mesa  areas  of 'Arizona. 

Noting  he  has  served  in  denomina¬ 
tional  work  for  23  years,  the  past  17  as 
an  executive  director.  Stringer  said  he 
is  hoping  to  end  a  17-year  separation 
from  his  family. 


Retired  mission  doctor  dies  in  accident 


BIG  SPRING,  Tbxas  (BP)  -  John 
C.  Abell  Jr,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  physician  in  Nigeria  *for  35 
years,  died  near  here  in  an  auto  acci¬ 
dent  May  18. 

Abell,  67,  and  his  wife,  Betty,  were 
driving  on  Interstate  20  from  their 
home  in  Ennis,  Ibxas.  toward  Juarez, 


Mexica  where  he  was  doing  volunteer 
medical  work  for  Tbxas  Baptists' 
River  Ministry.  Their  car  veered  off 
the  road  east  of  Big  Spring,  struck  a 
bridge  overpass  and  rolled,  according 
to  the  Texas  Highway  Patrol. 

Abell  was  pronounced  dead  at  the 
scene.  Mrs.  Abell,  the  driver,  broke 


several  ribs  and  sustained  a  head  in¬ 
jury.  She  was  listed  in  stable  condition 
May  19  at  Scenic  Mountain  Medical 
Center  in  Big  Spring. 

AbeU,  a  Houston  native,  worked  at 
the' Baptist  hospital  in  Eku,  Nigeria, 
from  1952  until  he  retired  in  1986. 


God’s  endless  love 

By  Terry  L.  Ledbetter 
Lake  15:11-24 

It  is  an  incredible  experience  to  think  on  the  love  (rf  our  heavenly  Father. 
Always  the  same  loving  Father,  is  holding  out  his  hands  to  his  child^n.  This 
world  is  filled  with  those  who  are  hurting,  whether  due  to  looeliness,  pain, 
heartache,  sidmess,  or  countless  other  affictions. 

In  a  day  when  morals  are  decaying,  homes  are  failing, 
and  hearts  are  breaking,  there  needs  to  be  an  exclamation 
of  God’s  love  It  is  in  Luke’s  gospd  that  we  can  read  of  this 
everlasting  love  There  are  many  ways  to  view  God’s  love, 
but  through  this  window  let  us  see  two  ways. 

I.  The  boundary  of  God'S  love  —  What  are  the  boundaries 
of  God’s  love?  (^’s  love  cannot  be  canceled  by  time 
Jeremiah  3:3  states  that  God  never  stops  loving  his 
children.  Even  though  the  prodigal  son  had  been  away  for 
a  long  time,  the  Bible  says  his  father  welcomed  him  home  Ledbetter 
with  loving  arms. 

Furthermore,  God’s  love  cannot  be  controlled  by  circumstance.  Paul  wrote 
in  Romans  5:8  that  sin  is  to  be  taken  seriously  and  the  wages  of  sin  is  death, 
but  God’s  love  is  stiU  unconditional.  Even  though  this  son  had  wasted  all  that 
he  had  in  the  pleasures  of  sin,  his  father  loved  him  in  spite  of  his  sin.  We  must 
remember  God’s  love  is  not  a  license  to  sin,  biit  is  freedom  from  sin. 

II.  The  beauty  of  God’S  love  —  The  beauty  of  God’s  love  is  that  it  is  a  con¬ 
tinuous  kind  of  love.  This  son  may  have  not  thought  of  home  for  days,  weeks, 
or  even  months,  but  this  father  never  stopped  loving  him.  You  too  might  have 
gone  for  days  leaving  God  completely  out  of  your  life,  but  never  a  breath  that 
you  breathed  was  God  not  watching  and  waiting  for  you.  Just  as  this  son’s 
father  welcomed  him  home,  God  welcomes  you  right  now. 

The  story  is  told  of  a  young  lady  who  rebelliously  left  home.  (Contact  was 
made  with  her  for  awhile  but  suddenly  it  stopped.  Her  mother  looked 
everywhere,  but  she  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  After  going  to  a  social  worker, 
posters  with  the  mother’s  picture  and  the  caption  “Darling,  come  home”  were 
put  up  all  over  town  —  especially  in  places  of  ill  repute. 

While  walking  into  one  of  her  favorite  night-spots  on  the  arm  of  her  lover, 
the  young  girl  recognized  the  picture  of  her  mother.  Just  as  the  prodigal  son 
went  home  to  the  one  who  loved  him,  so  returned  this  young,  wayward  girl 
to  her  mother. 

No  matter  who  we  are  or  where  we  have  been,  we  just  remember  that  the 
wages  of  sin  is  death  but  God  is  love,  and  he  is  waiting  for  us  to  come  home. 

TBS^'fL’^Unlbetter  is  pastor  of  the  Pine  Grove  Church,  Dumas, 

Alert:  “Beware  woman 
acting  as  former  Mormon” 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  woman  furniture,  an  apartment  and  medical 
pretending  to  be  a  disillusioned  Mor-  assistance. 

mon  missionary  is  traveling  around  Leazer  offered  three  suggestions  for 
the  country  allegedly  trying  to  con  churches  who  encounter  strangers 
Baptist  churches  into  giving  her  claiming  to  be  disillusioned  with  a 
money,  Gary  Leazer,  director  of  the  cult:  Ask  for  identification,  get  as 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  much  information  as  possible  and  call 
Board’s  interfaith  witness  department  the  Home  Mission  Board  interfaith 
has  warned.  witness  department  for  resources. 

The  woman,  Bobbie  Dintino,  was 
last  seen  May  16  in  Reading,  Pa., 
where  she  was  confronted  with  the 
allegations  t^  the  pastor  of  Berkshire 
Baptist  Church  and  by  police.  Sie  has 
be^  identified  with  incidents  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Florida,  Georgia,  West 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana. 

Dintino,  who  allegedly  escaped 
from  a  county  jail  in  Utah,  has  b^n 
identified  in  incidents  this  spring  with 
Baptist  churches  in  Pennsylvama, 

Florida,  (Jeorgia,  West  Virginia,  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Indiana. 

In  each  case,  she  apparently  made 
contact  with  a  Baptist  church,  claim¬ 
ing  to  be  a  former  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionary  who  wanted  to  know  more 
about  becoming  a  Christian.  In  most 
cases,  she  made  a  public  profession 
of  faith  during  a  worship  service. 

The  woman  usually  did  not  direct¬ 
ly  ask  for  money,  according  to  reports. 

Instead,  she  conned  CJhristians  into 
assisting  her  by  appearing  to  be  in 
need.  Dintino^  claims  to  Baptists  that 
she  is  a  former  Mormon  partially  are 
true  According  to  an  attoniey,  Dintino 
was  baptized  into  at  least  50  Mormon 
church^  and  r^eived  food,  money. 
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